
Of all the wonders of nature, a 

tree in summer is perhaps the 

most remarkable; with the 

possible exception of a moose 

singing "Embraceable You" in 

spats.                Woody Allen



Conifers

Mickey Eisenberg

Dave Shema



Hundreds of birds

Thousands of flowers

But only 18 conifers!



Conifers:  Only 18

Pines (4)

Firs (5)

Spruces (2)

Hemlocks (2)

Yew (1) 

Larches (2)

Cedars (2)

Playing in the 

Forest

Should

Help

You 

Learn 

Conifers



Conifers for Dummies

Paul Bunyan

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/0764525905/ref=sib_dp_pt#reader-link
http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/0764525905/ref=sib_dp_pt#reader-link


Q: How do trees get on the internet?

A: They log on.



Identification

Emphasis on: 

ÅNeedles

ÅCones

ÅAppearance

ÅElevation & location 

Not much emphasis on bark or size of tree

Conifers may try to trick you, especially in sunny 

areas



Location: zones and 

predominant trees

2500ô

4500ô
4200ô

Timberline ~6000ô

Alpine

Subalpine

Interior fir

Ponderosa pine

Silver fir

Coastal

W. Hemlock

Sitka spruce

Red cedar

Doug fir

Lodgepole pine

Western hemlock

Silver fir

Mountain hemlock

Subalpine fir

Whitebark pine

Alpine larch ïabove 5,500ô

Western larch - below 5,500ô

Western white pine

Engelmann spruce

Grand fir

Doug fir

Lodgepole pine

Ponderosa pine

Doug fir

West East
Cascade 

Mountains



Key

Needles Scales

Clustered Not clustered

Pines (4)   

Larches (2)

Spruces (2)

Hemlocks (2)

Firs (5)

Yew (1)

Cedars (2)



Scales:  Cedars (2)



Western Red Cedar

ÅSmooth scales when rubbed

ÅReddish bark, rosebud cones

ÅLooks ñhappyò, with uplifting 

branches ïThe ñHappyò Cedar

ÅGenerally below 4000ô



Red cedar

Western Red Cedar



Alaska Yellow Cedar

ÅPrickly when rubbed

ÅDroopy branches 

ÅLooks sad ïThe ñSadò Cedar

ÅWest of Cascade crest

ÅAbove 3,000ô

Other names are Alaska cedar, 

Nootka cypress



Alaska yellow cedar



Q: Why didn't the tree want 

to play checkers?

A: Because it was a chess-nut!



Key

Needles Scales

Clustered Not clustered

Pines (4)   

Larches (2)

Spruces (2)

Hemlocks (2)

Firs (5)

Yew (1)

Cedars (2)



Needles

Clustered Not clustered

Pines (4)   

Larches (2)

Spruces (2)

Hemlocks (2)

Firs (5)

Yew (1)



Needles:  Clustered

Pines (4)

Larches (2)

http://www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/biohires/p/hpico--comale42438.JPG
http://www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/biohires/p/hpico--comale42438.JPG


Lodgepole Pine

Lightweight wood and easy to peel bark 
made it preferred for tepees and log 
cabins. 

Costal relative is known as Shore pine or 
Contorta (Twisted) pine.

Å2 needles

ÅNeedles are 1-3ò

ÅAbove 3,000 in the mountains

http://www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/biohires/p/hpico--comale42438.JPG
http://www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/biohires/p/hpico--comale42438.JPG


Lodgepole pine

http://www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/biohires/p/hpico--comale42438.JPG
http://www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/biohires/p/hpico--comale42438.JPG


ÅEast of crest only

ÅBark can look like jigsaw puzzle and 

may smell like vanilla or butterscotch

Å3 long needles, 5-10ò in length

ÅUp to 5,000ô

Ponderosa Pine
Named by David Douglas for 

its ponderous size



Ponderosa pine



Ponderosa pine


