
  

Use of Apps and Field Guides 

Bird App evaluation
Plant lists for hikes – Washington Native Plant

Society
Demonstration of Flower Apps



  

I am NOT an app salesman



  

Bird Identification apps

There are many options
Sibley Birds

Peterson Bird Guide
Ibird Pro

Audubon Bird Guide
Merlin (Cornell Laboratory - Free)



  



  



  



  



  

IBird-Pro



  

Plant lists for hikes

● Washington Native Plant Society

● http://www.wnps.org/plant_lists/exploring_native_plants.html

● Click county on map, view list of hikes

● Lists are in pdf or word doc form

● Example: Cougar mountain

● Organized by genus and species (not common or
family names)

http://www.wnps.org/plant_lists/exploring_native_plants.html


  

Plant list map



  



  

King county hikes



  

Plant identification
 apps

Three (or more) options in our area
1. Washington Wildflowers by Mark Turner and

Burke Museum – Android and Iphone/Pad
versions

2. Audubon wildflower identification app (for
whole country)

3. 2250 Washington Wildflowers – Flora NW LLC



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Comparison of Flower Apps
Turner

● Great for Washington
● Has Browse and Advanced Search Mode

● Can look up by common name or latin name
● Has range maps from Burke site

● Does not have all species from Burke site
● Does not use GPS to get location/elevation

● Sortable by common, scientific, common family
or latin family names

● Has life zone info, flower basics and glossary
● Does not allow you to identify family by

attributes



  

Comparison of Flower apps

     Audubon flowers
● Organized by scientific or common name

● Has a grid view as well as list view

● Advanced search is more like Stewart's family attributes (i.e. linear
venation vs net, 3,4 or 5 petals, bilateral or radial symmetry, etc.)

● Can search by name or growth form

● Can have multiple choices in advanced search but is AND search (Turner
allows only one attribute for each class)

● Not available for all platforms

● Is for entire country, cannot be localized to Washington state only NW

● 3000+ photos, no trees (there is a tree app)

● Both usable without web connection



  

– Washington Wildflower App

– Has many more species for Washington than
Turner app (takes a lot of space)

– Does not have range maps

– Has a much more detailed search engine

– Allows forgiveness (i.e.  guessing wrong)

– Hard to read labels on photos

– Overwhelming for beginner



  

Other useful apps for the field

Audubon nature apps
1)  Trees (and shrubs)

2) Mammals

3) Mushrooms

4) Butterflies

5) Reptiles and Amphibians

6) Insects and Spiders

7) Fish

8) Northwest Ecosystem

All have advanced search, life list, reporting, don't need connection

only apply to some 'platforms'. All have same feel and organization



  

Other useful apps

● For trees 

Virginia Tech Tree Identification – uses gps or
location

●  has a series of questions to narrow list of
possibilities (growth form, habitat, leaf
structure, flower type, fruit type, leaf
organization, lobed?, leaf edges,leaf shape,
leaf, twig or needle organization)

● It is free



  



  



  

Field Guides – there are many, many
options

● Do I need a field guide?
● Plants
● Pojar and MacKinnon – BC coast into Washington –

organized by family, has ferns, shrubs and trees,
mosses, liverworts and lichens. Has uses by native
americans and other fun facts

● Turner and Gustafson – in my opionion superceded
by  Turner's app. There is a new shrub book by
Turner. His photos are excellent (also a fine web
page by him). Organized by color and form.



  

How to use field guides in the field

● Find a way to carry and protect them – tolerance for this
varies between people

● Try to figure out what a species is before looking in the book

● There are dichotomous key books (e.g. David Biek's book on
Mt. Rainier), which are great if you really want to know, but
you need to know jargon and may have to carry a hand lens.

● Don't be chagrined if you fail, but try recording the plant by
photo or drawing or description. You will improve at this over
time (cell phones fine).

● Unless you are experienced or incredibly anal don't spend too
much time on any plant. Sometimes you will get better
examples and you'll surely see more.
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