
    

Northwest Ferns 

by Gayle Hammond 



Content: 

ωGeneral Parts 

ωSword Fern 

ωBracken Fern 

ωLicorice Fern 

ωLady Fern 

ωDeer Fern 

ωGiant Chain Fern 

 

ωSpreading Wood Fern 

ωCoastal Wood Fern 

ωMaiden Fern 

ωShasta Fern 

ωOak Fern 

ωIndian Dream Fern 

ωTest Your Memory 

 



Parts of a Fern 

Fiddleheads  
(uncurling fronds) 

Roots  

Stipe 
(leafstalk) 

Rhizome 
underground stem  

                           

Scales  

Frond 

(once divided 

or once 

pinnate) 

 

Frond  
( twice divided 

leaflet or twice 

pinnately compound,) 

  





Details found on back of fertile leaflets 

Sori  
(fruit dot) 

Indusium 
(shield like cover 

of a sori) 

Sporangia 
(spore cases) 

naked sori 
(no membrane) 

Sori are clusters of tiny, 

spore-bearing sporangia. 

Sori fruit dots are often 

covered by a membrane: 

    a) circular 

    b) hooded 

    c) horseshoe shaped 

    d) worm or link shaped 

d.  

c.  

b.  

a.  



Underside of leaflet with many  
spore-producing sporangia. 

 



·Types of Ferns 



Sword Fern 

·Height:  3 - 4 feet 

 

·Individual leaflets of the 

fronds resemble a sword, 

giving this fern its name. 

 

·The plants are evergreen 

and used extensively in 

flower arrangements.  

 

 

 

 



 

Sword Fern    



Sword Fern 


