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Why do you [want to] climb snow?

Photo: Eldorado Peak, April 23, 2018



Outline ï (itôs all about traveling safely)

ÅTraveling on snow ï terrain, hazards, techniques, equipment 

ÅSnow anchors, belays ï when risk increases

ÅCrevasse rescue ï made simple (ha)

ÅAvalanches ï managing risk

ÅSnow camping 



Traveling on snow
Samples of terrain and snow conditions you will encounter on basic climbs



Photo: Sahale Peak, July 19, 2016
(Photo by Michael Toyama)



Photo: Quien Sabe Glacier, June 30, 2013
(Sahale Peak is behind us; Sharkfin Tower is off-screen in upper right)



Photo: Whitehorse Mountain, May 20, 2014



Photo: South Early Winter Spire: May 30, 2016 Photo: Mount Rainier, June 21, 2015



Photo: Mount Rainier, 
Disappointment Cleaver, June 

21, 2015

Photo: Mount Rainier, Emmons 
Glacier, June 21, 2014

Photo: Sloan Peak, July 24, 2016



Photo: Returning from Black Peak, May 24, 2020
(Cutthroat Peak and Whistler Mountain shown)



Photo: Argonaut Peak, June 21, 2020
Descent route in red



What kind of hazards did you notice?

ÅDangerous runout / exposure

ÅCrevasses

ÅSnow conditions ï poor 
traction / sharp ice / crampon 
balling

ÅSnowbridges, Tree-wells

ÅSun / UV (glacier glasses / 
sunscreen mandatory)

ÅWeather / visibility

ÅWhat else?



Terrain features 



ñDiscussionò

ÅWhat new terms / features did you learn?

ÅWhy is it useful or important to have precise, shared 
terminology?

ÅAny other observations?

ÅNote all the dangerous runout situations



Snow travel ï techniques and equipment

ÅAssessing runout and consequence

ÅHow not to fall
ÅWalking in balance
ÅWear crampons
ÅSelf ñbelayò

ÅHow to move efficiently (not just for snow)
ÅFlotation (snowshoesé)
ÅRest step
ÅPlunge step
ÅClothing systems (& packing systems)
ÅFood and drink systems



How not to fall: Walking in balance


