Olympia Navigation Course 2022
Course and Activity Templates
Create Course Basic Navigation Course
Process
Get Help
1. Open Mountaineers.org, log in, pull down “Volunteers” and click “Schedule and Manage.” 
2. Scroll to “Courses with Lectures and Field Trips.” 
3. Click “How to Schedule & Manage Courses with Lectures & Field Trips.” This is your help text for completing the course and activity definition. Use the following notes to help fill in the details the templates do not include.
Create Course
1. Pull down your profile and click “My Branch.” Click “Courses and Activities” and then “Navigation.” This opens the committee page. 
2. Click “Course Templates” in the Committee Materials library. 
3. Click the “Basic Navigation Course - Olympia” template. This opens a list of previous years’ courses. 
4. In the edit bar, find and pull down “Add new…” and click “Course.” This opens a form for the new course. Review and edit the information using the Template Elements below.
5. Click “Save.” 
6. Review the results and change the yellow bar dropdown “State” to “Publish” when complete. 
Published 12/23/22
Course Elements
Add a new course element for the Kennedy Creek setup activity. This should have a new template, separate from the Field Trip template [4/29/22]. Maybe not, perhaps an event would be better, as it won’t show in the course’s list of student activities that way, avoiding confusion [12/25/22].
Summary
Olympia's basic navigation course includes instruction in maps, compass, GPS, coordinate systems, terrain recognition, and route planning. It includes two online instructional modules, an online workshop, and a day-long field trip. You earn two badges: Basic Navigation and Basic GPS.
Description
The Olympia Wilderness Navigation Course has four required activities which you will complete in order. They are:
1. Online Map and Compass (conducted on-line, at your pace, during the first half of April)
2. Online GPS (conducted on-line, at your pace, during the second half of April)
3. Online Workshop (two options in late April and early May)
4. In-person Field Trip (either May 6 or May 7)
How to sign up for the course
1. Register for this Wilderness Navigation course and pay the fee.
2. Register for the Online Map and Compass activity. (See tab below.)
3. Register for the Online GPS activity 
4. Register for one Online Workshop
5. Register for one In-person Field Trip
What to do next
· Obtain the equipment listed in the Required Equipment tab below. Since you may have to order these on-line, do not delay. You have to have these items in time for use with the online coursework. 
· Review the material in the Course Materials tab below.
· Start reading the “Wilderness Navigation” book. 
Badges
This course earns you two badges: Basic Navigation and Basic GPS. The Basic Navigation badge is required for Alpine Scrambling and Climbing course completion. The Basic Navigation badge is valid for 3 years. 
Dates
· Start Date = 4/1/22
· End Date = 5/16/22
· Registration Start Date = 1/1/23 08:00
· Registration End Date = 3/29/23 17:00
Required Equipment
Besides the 10 essentials for the field trip, this course requires the following:
· Book. “Wilderness Navigation,” 3rd edition, by Burns and Burns
· Computer. Needed for the online instruction and workshop. A phone is not useful for the online portions.
· Compass. You’ll need to have an appropriate compass before the online instruction in April. This blog entry has useful advice. See below for more details.
· Maps. Needed for the online instruction.
· Smartphone with Gaia GPS app. Details below.
Your compass MUST have the following features:
· Adjustable declination. Some compasses are sold with “declination scale,” which means the declination is NOT adjustable. Avoid models with “tool-free adjustment.” In practice, these are very hard to adjust.
· A transparent, rectangular base plate. You’ll need the transparency and the straight edges for plotting and triangulating on the map. Avoid models with small, oval, or tinted baseplates.
· Degrees in 2-degree increments and marked from 0 to 360°. You’ll need the accuracy of the 2‑degree increments. Avoid compasses called “quadrant,” that are marked 0-90° four times around the bezel.
· Meridian lines. These lines are marked inside the rotating dial and are parallel with the north-south line.
Examples of useful models:
· Silva Ranger 2.0
· Suunto Navigator MC-2
· K&R Alpin and Sherpa BW2
A smartphone and Gaia GPS are used for the Online GPS coursework and the field trip. Any recent smartphone has a GPS chip in it and can be used the Gaia GPS app, which is available for both iOS and Android. Gaia GPS Premium is available as a Mountaineers Member Benefit, at no cost for the first year. You must have the Smartphone set up with Gaia GPS Premium before coming to the field trip.
A standalone GPS unit may be used instead of the smartphone and Gaia GPS combination, but you are responsible for knowing how your unit works. Our instructors cannot be experts in all of the different models available. If you have a smartphone, download Gaia GPS. You’ll find it useful, too.
Required Books
Wilderness Navigation, 3rd edition, Burns and Burns
Key Details 
· Leader Rating = Moderate
· Student Capacity = 60
· Member Fee = $100
· Guest Fee = $120
· Notify Leader of Registration Changes = Check
Template Elements (not visible in the course form)
Course Type
Navigation
Course Scheduling Options
Single-year course
Earned Badges
· Basic Navigation Course
· Basic GPS Course
Categorization – Tags
· Navigation
· Olympia Branch
Create Activity Online Map and Compass (1 of 4)
Process
In case changes need to be made, the activity template can be found in the Activity Templates folder for the Olympia Navigation Course.
1. Open Mountaineers.org, log in, pull down “Volunteers” and click “Schedule and Manage.” 
2. Click the yellow “Schedule an Activity” button.
3. Type “online” in the search bar and select “Online Classroom.”
4. Under the green “Schedule an Activity” heading, select “Basic Navigation Course – Olympia” in the “Course lecture or field trip” radio button selection.
5. Enter the Start and End Dates.
· Start Date = 4/1/22
· End Date = 4/15/22
6. Click the “Book” button.
7. Add Activity – Step 1: Select the “Online Map and Compass” activity template from the drop-down. Click “Select.”
8. Enter the elements listed below, some of which are pulled in from the template.
9. Click “Save.”
Activity Elements
Details Section
Summary
This online course covers the use of map and compass, as well as the UTM coordinate system, measuring and plotting bearings, trip planning, and other topics. It includes readings from the required text. Plan for eight hours of work to complete the reading and online work, which you conduct on your own schedule. Don't wait until the last day to start.
Activity Type
Navigation
Leader Rating
Easy
Meeting Place and Time
Online, according to your schedule.
Required Equipment
Computer or tablet with quality monitor, audio/video and internet access.
Compass and required map.
Registration Section
· Total Capacity = 80
· Instructor or Assistant Leader Capacity = 20
· Registration Opening Date/Time = 1/1/23 08:00 
· Registration Closing Date/Time = 3/29/22 17:00
· Notify Leader of Registration Changes = Unchecked
· COVID-19 Code of Conduct = Checked
Categorization Section
Tags
Navigation, Olympia Branch
Template Elements (not visible in the activity form)
Activity Category
Lecture
Required or Optional Course Activity
Required: one activity scheduled, all must attend
Create Activity Online GPS (2 of 4)
Process
In case changes need to be made, the activity template can be found in the Activity Templates folder for the Olympia Navigation Course.
1. Open Mountaineers.org, log in, pull down “Volunteers” and click “Schedule and Manage.” 
2. Click the yellow “Schedule an Activity” button.
3. Type “online” in the search bar and select “Online Classroom.”
4. Under the green “Schedule an Activity” heading, select “Basic Navigation Course – Olympia” in the “Course lecture or field trip” radio button selection.
5. Enter the Start and End Dates.
· Start Date = 4/16/23
· End Date = 4/30/23
6. Click the “Book” button.
7. Add Activity – Step 1: Select the “Online GPS” activity template from the drop-down. Click “Select.”
8. Enter the elements listed below, some of which are pulled in from the template.
9. Click “Save.”
Activity Elements
Details Section
Summary
This online course covers the use of GPS systems, how they work, and how they are used to plan trips and navigation on a trip. It focuses on the smartphone app Gaia GPS, though a different GPS system may be used. Plan for eight hours of work to complete the ork, which you conduct on your own schedule. Don't wait until the last day to start.
Activity Type
Navigation
Leader Rating
Easy
Meeting Place and Time
Online, according to your schedule.
Required Equipment
Computer or tablet with quality monitor, audio/video and internet access.
Smartphone with Gaia GPS app (or standalone GPS unit).
Registration Section
· Total Capacity = 80
· Instructor or Assistant Leader Capacity = 20
· Registration Opening Date/Time = 1/1/23 08:00 
· Registration Closing Date/Time = 3/29/23 17:00
· Notify Leader of Registration Changes = Unchecked
· COVID-19 Code of Conduct = Checked
Categorization Section
Tags
Navigation, Olympia Branch, Virtual
Template Elements (not visible in the activity form)
Activity Category
Lecture
Required or Optional Course Activity
Required: one activity scheduled, all must attend
[bookmark: _Hlk59873153]Create Activity Online Workshop (3 of 4)
Process
In case changes need to be made, the activity template can be found in the Activity Templates folder for the Olympia Navigation Course.
1. Open Mountaineers.org, log in, pull down “Volunteers” and click “Schedule and Manage.” 
2. Click the yellow “Schedule an Activity” button.
3. Type “online” in the Routes & Places search bar and select “Online Classroom.”
4. Under the green “Schedule an Activity” heading, select “Basic Navigation Course – Olympia” in the “Course lecture or field trip” radio button selection.
5. Enter the Start and End Dates.
· Start Date = 5/1/23
· End Date = 5/1/23
6. Click the “Book” button.
7. Add Activity – Step 1: Select the “Online Workshop” activity template from the drop-down. Click “Select.”
8. Enter the elements listed below, some of which are pulled in from the template.
9. Click “Save.”
10. Repeat steps above for the second option for Online Workshop dates, using 5/3/23.
Activity Elements
Details Section
Summary
This online workshop works through a series of exercises using what you’ve learned in the online navigation and online GPS courses in a Zoom session. It offers an opportunity to practice what you’ve learned, get some questions answered, and prepare for the field trip. 
Activity Type
Navigation
Leader Rating
Easy
Meeting Place and Time
Link to the Zoom meeting will be sent to registered students a few days before the meeting. This meeting will be held in the evening, probably 7:00-9:00.
Required Equipment
Computer or tablet with quality monitor, audio/video and internet access.
Compass and required map. 
Smartphone with Gaia GPS app.
Registration Section
· Total Capacity = 40
· Instructor or Assistant Leader Capacity = 5
· Registration Opening Date/Time = 1/1/23 08:00 
· Registration Closing Date/Time = 3/29/23 17:00
· Notify Leader of Registration Changes = Unchecked
· COVID-19 Code of Conduct = Checked
Categorization Section
Tags
Navigation, Olympia Branch
Template Elements (not visible in the activity form)
Activity Category
Lecture
Required or Optional Course Activity
Required: multiple activities scheduled, students choose one
Create Activity Field Trip (4 of 4)
Process
In case changes need to be made, the activity template can be found in the Activity Templates folder for the Olympia Navigation Course.
1. Open Mountaineers.org, log in, pull down “Volunteers” and click “Schedule and Manage.” 
2. Click the yellow “Schedule an Activity” button.
3. Type “Kennedy” in the search bar and select “Kennedy Creek.”
4. Under the green “Schedule an Activity” heading, select “Basic Navigation Course – Olympia” in the “Course lecture or field trip” radio button selection.
5. Enter the Start and End Dates.
· Start Date = 5/6/23
· End Date = 5/6/23
6. Click the “Book” button.
7. Add Activity – Step 1: Select the “Olympia Navigation Field Trip” activity template from the drop-down. Click “Select.”
8. Enter the elements listed below, some of which are pulled in from the template.
9. Click “Save.”
10. Repeat steps above for the second option for Online Workshop dates, using 5/7/23.
Activity Elements
Details Section
Summary
This all-day field trip offers hands-on practice in compass use, map interpretation, navigation by compass and GPS, and working as a team in terrain to get to your destination. 
Activity Type
Navigation
Leader Rating
Easy
Meeting Place and Time
Directions and parking instructions will be provided before the trip. This location is about 20 minutes from Olympia on US101, near the Thurston-Mason county line.
Required Equipment
Ten Essentials, lunch, and be prepared for the weather. 
Compass, pen or pencil, and a gallon plastic bag for the map. We’ll provide the map. 
Smartphone with Gaia GPS app.
Be prepared to have fun.
Registration Section
· Total Capacity = 50
· Instructor or Assistant Leader Capacity = 15
· Registration Opening Date/Time = 1/1/23 08:00 
· Registration Closing Date/Time = 3/29/23 17:00
· Notify Leader of Registration Changes = Unchecked
· COVID-19 Code of Conduct = Checked
Categorization Section
Tags
Navigation, Olympia Branch
Template Elements (not visible in the activity form)
Activity Category
Lecture
Required or Optional Course Activity
Required: multiple activities scheduled, students choose one
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