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Introduction
This document serves as a guide to running the course leading to the Basic Navigation and Basic GPS badges, as it is run in Olympia. Before the pandemic in 2020, the course consisted of two evening lectures and a field day. In 2020, we began using an online map and compass module to replace the in-person lectures. In 2021, this material was moved to the Coassemble platform. In addition, Coassemble now hosts a GPS class, ported from a Google Slides program developed in Seattle. The Olympia Navigation course now includes the Coassemble-based Wilderness Navigation class, which covers map and compass, as well as other basic navigation techniques; the Digital Navigation class, which covers basic GPS use, relying on the GaiaGPS application; and the field day to provide the hands-on experience. 
Preparation
Timeframe
November-January 
Objectives
· Obtain DNR permit for Kennedy Creek
· Create course and activities
· Market the course
Kennedy Creek DNR permit
Create course and activities
Market the course
Mobilize Volunteers
Timeframe
January-March 
Objectives
· Ensure volunteer resources for course
· Support volunteers 
· Coassemble setup
Ensure volunteer resources for course
Support volunteers 
Coassemble setup
Wilderness Navigation Online Class
Timeframe
March-April
Objectives
· Volunteers have access to class
· Students have access to class
· Students have support while taking class
· Progress and completion tracked for class
Digital Navigation (GPS) Online Class
Timeframe
March-April
Objectives
· Field Days Volunteers have access to class
· Students have access to class
· Students have support while taking class
· Progress and completion tracked for class
Timeframe
April-May
Objectives
· Set up field day site
· Ensure students are ready for their field day
· Organize volunteers for field days
· Conduct field days
Conclude the Course
Timeframe
May
Objectives
· Assign badges to students and volunteers
· Close the activities and the course
Prepare for next year
Timeframe
May-November
Objectives
· Identify changes and improvements in discussion with volunteers
· Stay in touch with other branch navigation efforts (summit)
· Schedule next year’s field day with Climbing and Scrambling
