Olympia Branch Officers Meeting.
March 12, 2025
Olympia Center 200

Attendees- Patrick Mclaughlin , Mike Forsyth,  Carla Jonientz, Bob Keranan, Justin Fuehrer 
Meeting Start:   1807
Approval of minutes deferred to next month due to lack of quorum.  
 

Banff preliminary results : 7000.00 in expenses, should come out good once everything is back, won’t know for sure until next month. 
Naturalist Branch Charter:  Carla Jonientz provided an update.  The committee kept the charter as basic as possible as the committee is unsure, at this time, the direction that the committee is going.  This way it gives them flexibility to amend as needed.  Formal vote on charter to take place next month via zoom.
Upcoming events: 
March 13- Annual stewardship meeting, To date, 24 people signed up.
March 15 – Spring Board Meeting Retreat in Seattle. Mike Riley will be attending. 
March 18th Used gear sale.
March 22- South Sound Leadership Conference in Tacoma.
Naturalist Summit last night- 3 from Seattle, 4-5 from Olympia, good experience overall. 

Snowshoe Committee Update- provided by Mike Forsyth (see report at bottom for details) brief summary provided here- 2025 courses are finished for the year, capacity of 20, none on waitlist, price adjustments made due to lower enrollment, lowered price to $97.00 to encourage enrollment.  All 20 made it through the classroom and field trip sessions, 9 have finished their experience trip.  Students have until next year to finish the requirement for the field trip.  2024 basic snowshoe course: 12 graduates, 3 graduated last weekend. 
Navigation Committee Update: Recent meeting of the committee held at the end of February to solidify plans for the course starting April 1. One more meeting is being scheduled to solidify volunteers.  So far, 9 instructors and 45 students are enrolled, the cost is $75.00, for a total net income of $3,375.  No expenses besides friends meeting house rental. The course will include 3 lectures, 3 hours each.  As soon as the course wraps up the committee intends to work on their charter.    
MOFA Committee Update: 2 instructors currently, recently authorized Julie Dasso as an instructor, who has completed instructor training.  Julie would prefer to assist but not lead the whole class.  Two others evaluating on March 29 which will put the committee at 5 instructors.

Meeting concludes: 1832  Next meeting to be held on zoom on 4/9/25 at 1800
















Olympia Branch Snowshoe Committee Report
Date: March 12, 2025
From: Mike Forsyth, Chair
To: Bob Keranen, Olympia Branch Council Chair

Courses:
The 2025 Olympia Basic Snowshoe course now has 9 graduates, and 11 registered students who have completed all graduation requirements except successful completion of at least one Mountaineers-led snowshoe trip after the field trip.  The 11 students have until 12/31/2026 to fill the requirement. 
Of these 20 students, 12 are Olympia Branch members, 5 Seattle, 2 Everett, and 1 Tacoma.
The 2024 Olympia Basic Snowshoe course now has 12 graduates, and 3 registered students who have completed all graduation requirements except   successful completion of at least one Mountaineers-led snowshoe trip after the field trip.  The 3 students have until 12/31/2025 to fill the requirement. 
Of these 15 students, 10 are Olympia Branch members, 4 Tacoma, 1 Seattle, 1 Everett.
Equivalency:
One Basic Snowshoe badge by equivalency has been issued so far in 2025.  Two were issued in 2024.
Activities:
Aside from activities part of the Basic Snowshoe course, so far in the winter of 2024-25, four snowshoe trips have been listed under the auspices of the Olympia Snowshoe Committee.  This number is based on my monitoring of email notifications.  I have not asked the Program Center to generate a report.  
Recognition:
The success of the 2025 Basic Snowshoe Course would not have been possible without the efforts of these volunteer instructors and leaders:
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Respectfully submitted, Mike Forsyth, Olympia Snowshoe Chair

