
August 26-29, 2019
39 Miles; 9,090 feet of gain

Copper Ridge Loop

























































































http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URy5AjsFOhk










3 alternative itineraries

Day 1:  TH to Silesia Camp 
(or Egg Lake)
Day 2:  Day hike to Lookout 
and Copper Lake, return to 
Silesia Camp
Day 3:  Hike back to TH

Day 1:  TH to Hannegan 
Pass (no permit required)
Day 2: Hannegan Pass to 
Copper Lake
Day 3:  Copper Lake to TH

Day 1:  TH to Silesia Camp
Day 2:  Silesia Camp to 
Copper Lake, day hike north 
along ridge
Day 3: Copper Lake to TH



2 Possible sidetrips
Whatcom Pass
Hannegan Peak























Copper Ridge Logistics
1. When to go

a. Late July through September
b. Hells Gorge melts out late

2. Maps to get
a. Green Trails Mt Shuksan No. 14
b. Green Trails Mt Challenger No. 15

3. Guide books
a. Backpacking Washington (Romano) Trip 54; 
b. 101 Hikes in the North Cascades (Spring and Manning) Trip 11 (both 

Mountaineers Press); 
c. Backpacking Washington (Lorain) (Wilderness Press) Trip 7.

4. No bear canisters required
a. Bear boxes on ridge top campsites



5. Permits
a. Required for North Cascades National Park

i. Advance permits apply online
1. https://www.nps.gov/noca/planyourvisit/permits.htm
2. Application period opened March 14, 2020
3. $20 fee

b. Some reserved for walk ups
c. Ridge-top permits are hard to get
d. We went with Silesia for first night

i. Only 2 sites, each for 4 people
ii. Need to hike down to Egg Lake for water
iii. Egg Lake has other sites

e. Copper Lake for second night
f. Third night US Cabin Camp

g. Another option is Hannegan Pass Camp
i. Just outside Park, so no permit required

https://www.nps.gov/noca/planyourvisit/permits.htm




Is the trip a good one for you?

Pros:
1. Spectacular views from ridge (in good weather)
2. Good campsites
3. No need for bear cans
4. Generally good quality trail

Cons:
1. Elevation gains - 2 days with more than 3,000’ of climbing, and one day with more than 5,000’ of loss
2. Ridge-top permits may be hard to get
3. Ridge could be dangerous in bad weather
4. No water at Silesia camp; need to hike down to Egg Lake
5. Sections of trail could be dangerous if snow still on the trail, especially in Hells Gorge



Questions?


