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March 19, 2026

The Honorable Patty Murray

154 Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

RE: Fiscal Year 2027 Appropriations: U.S. Forest Service - Legacy Roads and Trails Remediation Initiative
Dear Senator Murray,

The undersigned 167 conservation, recreation and wildlife organizations, elected officials and local businesses are relieved that
the U.S. Forest Service’s (USFS) Legacy Roads and Trails program was reinstated and permanently authorized in the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law (BIL) with a small amount of seed funding. Infrastructure projects on national forests that were shelved for
four years due to the defunding of the program are now moving forward and putting people to work improving watersheds.
However, the backlog of road and trail maintenance has grown to a staggering $8 billion after years of neglect and with the
barrage of storms that are increasing in both frequency and intensity. Over the last few years, USES roads all across the state
have been battered and damaged by atmospheric river events, wildfires, and other severe weather events. This is why we
request that the FY 2027 Interior-Environment Appropriations Bill include $100M for the Legacy Roads and Trails
program. Last year’s Legacy Roads and Trails funding was not enough to meet the urgent need, providing just $6 million
nationwide.

The Legacy Roads and Trails program is a national program that has benefitted visitors to national forests and improved
waterways across the U.S. for more than a decade. From 2008-2017, thanks in large part to the support of Washington’s
Congressional delegation, this unique, job-producing bi-partisan program invested nearly $32 million in Washington State
leading to better water quality in streams, reconnected waterways for fish migration, and more resilient road and trail
infrastructure. Trails, wildlife, and watersheds on USES lands are often critical to other protected landscapes including
neighboring national parks. Moreover, Legacy Roads and Trails created or maintained 330-528 jobs annually across the nation,
bringing dollars and jobs into rural communities and saving America’s taxpayers $3 million per year in road maintenance costs.



Despite the decade worth of progress, and partially due to the lack of funding for four years, a large backlog of work remains.
This past winter repeated atmospheric river events have once again highlighted what happens when national forest
infrastructure is neglected: culverts plug, roads wash out, salmon eggs are buried, access is lost, and repair costs skyrocket. The
Legacy Roads and Trails program is specifically designed to identity, target, and fix or decommission road and trail problems
now before they get exponentially worse.

We are grateful that this cornerstone program has been reestablished and we are seeing positive signs that the USES intends to
deliver results. As partners, we are pitching in with volunteer work, matching grants, and additional coordination. With
committed funding in FY 2025, we can expect to see progress with the following:

e Restored fish passage on key streams by fixing culverts while also protecting roads from storms;

e Improved habitat connectivity and water quality by reclaiming unneeded roads, preventing sediment from entering
waterways;

e Restoration jobs that benefit the local economy adjacent to our national forests; and

e Ensured access to USFS lands by storm-proofing roads and trails.

The Legacy Roads and Trails program helps adapt the USFS road system to a more manageable size over time, reducing fiscal
and environmental burdens, and enabling the agency to ensure better and more reliable access. It focuses on the key areas
where projects improve salmon and trout habitat, improve water quality, and ensure road/trail resilience in a changing
climate. It’s a clear solution to a formidable problem, but it requires sufficient investment from Congress to succeed.

Beginning in FY 2022, Legacy Roads and Trails proposals have been included in the annual National Asset Management
Program call for projects, submitted by Forests and prioritized by Regional Offices. Although this new pathway may
streamline the process, the BIL states that the Secretary shall "solicit and consider public input regionally in the ranking of
projects for funding under the Program." However, public engagement has, thus far, been non-existent. Clarification and
transparency around project selection and the allocation of LRT funding is warranted.

FY2027 Funding Request Information

e AGENCY: U.S. Forest Service

e SUBCOMMITTEE JURISDICTION: Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment
and Related Agencies

e FUNDING PROGRAM: U.S. Forest Service Legacy Roads and Trails Remediation Program
(internal Forest Service funding code: "CMLG")

e TFY24 REQUEST: $100 million (inclusive of salary and expenses)

e PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: Since inception in FY 2008, the Legacy Roads and Ttrails program
has significantly enhanced the Forest Service’s ability to address key problems associated with its
aging and pootly maintained road system. This includes repairing roads and trails needed for
public access, replacing failed or undersized culverts to improve fish passage, and retire unneeded
roads to prevent harmful water pollution. As climate change impacts become more pronounced,
the program can serve as a model of how to deliver funds to address road problems in real time,
enabling the Forest Service to efficiently plan, design, and implement restoration treatments. It is
a critical tool for leveraging non- federal funds resulting in stronger projects and enhanced
community engagement. And because funds primarily go to actual work on the ground, Legacy
Roads and Trails creates high wage jobs for contractors, including those who specialize in stream
restoration, environmental design, and heavy equipment operation.

We ask for your support of the program by allocating $100M to Legacy Roads and Trails in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2027
Interior-Environment Appropriations Bill. Please make a formal request to the Appropriations Committee from your
office before the FY27 appropriations request deadline using the information provided in the box above. This request
is justified due to the lost ground over the last few years and the growing problems impacting watershed health and resilience,
and how people access and experience opportunities on our public lands.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.



Sincerely,

Derek Stanford
Senator (D-1)
Washington State Senate

Bob Hasegawa
Senator (D-11)
Washington State Senate

Jesse Salomon
Senator (D-32)
Washington State Senate

Laurie Jinkins
Speaker of the House, Representative (D-27)
Washington State House of Representatives

Jake Fey
Representative (D-27)
Washington State House of Representatives

Lauren Davis
Representative (D-32)
Washington State House of Representatives

Cindy Ryu,
Representative (D-32)
Washington State House of Representatives

Mary Fosse
Representative (D-38)
Washington State House of Representatives

Janice Zahn
Representative (D-41)
Washington State House of Representatives

My-Linh Thai
Representative (D-41)
Washington State House of Representatives

Manka Dhingra
Deputy Majority Leader, Senator (D-45)
Washington State Senate

Alicia Rule
Representative (D-42)
Washington State House of Representatives

Heather Dudley-Nollette
Commissioner, District 1
Jefferson County Board of Commissioners

Heidi Eisenhour
Commissioner, District 2
Jefferson County Board of Commissioners

Teresa Mosqueda
Councilmember, District 1
King County Council

Sarah Perry
Councilmember, District 3
King County Council

Christine Rolfes
Commissioner, District 1
Kitsap County Board of Commissioners

Katie Walters
Commissioner, District 3
Kitsap County Board of Commissioners

Jani Hitchen
Chair

Pierce County Council

Robyn Denson
Council Member, District 7
Pierce County Council

Megan Dunn
Chair, Council Member, District 2
Snohomish County Council

Kaylee Galloway
Council Member
Whatcom County Council

Douglas Orr
Mayor
Aberdeen

Carolyn Moulton
Council Member, Position 6
City of Anacortes

Kate Baldwin
Council Member
City of Auburn

Hanan Amer
Council Member
City of Auburn



Jenne Alderks
Deputy Mayor
City of Bothell

Carston Curd
Councilmember

City of Bothell

Hugo Garcia
Deputy Mayor
City of Burien

Dan Rankin
Mayor
Town of Darrington

Amy McHenry
Mayor
City of Duvall

Adam Olen
Councilmember
City of Duvall

Susan Paine, M.P.A.
Council Member, Position 6
City of Edmonds

Anthony Wright
Mayor
City of Enumclaw

Cassie Franklin
Mayor
City of Everett

Chuck Lie
Council Position 4
City of Gold Bar

Nigel Herbig
Mayor
City of Kenmore

Valerie Sasson
Deputy Mayor
City of Kenmore

Tom French
Mayor
City of Lake Forest Park

Tracy Furutani
Councilmember
Lake Forest Park

Carl Florea
Mayor
City of Leavenworth

Mayor Zcke Reister
Councilmember
City of Leavenworth

Travis McMaster
Council Member
City of Leavenworth

Linda Ball
Council Member
City of Liberty Lake

Craig W. Reynolds
Council Member
City of Mercer Island

Richard Emery
Council Vice President
City of Mukilteo

Richard Wills
Council Member
City of Ocean Shores

Amy Howard
Mayor
City of Port Townsend

Owen Rowe
Deputy Mayor
City of Port Townsend

Ed Stern
Mayor
City of Poulsbo

Melissa Stuart, MNPL
Council President
City of Redmond

Vanessa Kritzer
Council Member
City of Redmond

Jessica Forsythe
Council Member
City of Redmond

Ryan Mclrvin
Council Member
City of Renton



Jhoanna R. Jones, MPRE
Council Member, Position 1
City of Richland

Dan Strauss
Councilmember

City of Seattle

Annette Ademasu
Council Member
City of Shoreline

Chris Roberts
Council Member
City of Shoreline

Cara Christensen
Council Member
City of Snoqualmie

Catherine (Cat) Cotton
Council Member
City of Snoqualmie

Paul Dillon
Councilmember, District 2, Position 1
City of Spokane

Zack Zappone
Council Member

City of Spokane

Molly Filer
Council Member
Town of Twisp

Tim McGuire
Council Member
Town of Twisp

Tim Matsui
Council Member
Town of Twisp

Stan Flemming
Mayor
City of University Place

Katy Kinney Harris
Mayor
Town of Yarrow Point

Tom Uniack
Executive Director
Washington Wild

Ryan Talbott
Pacific Northwest Conservation Advocate
WildEarth Guardians

Art Campbell
President

North Central Washington Audubon Society (Wenatchee)

Renée C Paradis
Board Member
Washington Kayak Club

Robert Kaye
Conservation Chair

North Cascades Audubon Society (Bellingham)

Jennie Goldberg
Director
League of Northwest Whitewater Racers

John Bridge
President
Olympic Park Advocates (Sequim)

Ben Avery
State Director
Sierra Club Washington State Chapter

Justin Gerardy
Owner
Standard Brewing

Dan Streiffert
President
Rainier Audubon Society (Auburn)

Frieda Cohan
Events Director
Ravenna Brewing Co.

Timothy Manns
Conservation Chair
Skagit Audubon Society (Mount Vernon

Dave Werntz
Science and Conservation Director
Conservation Northwest

Layne Carter
COO
Aslan Brewing Co (Bellingham)

Michael DeCramer
Policy and Planning Manager
Washington Trails Association



Peter Bahls
Executive Director
Northwest Watershed Institute (Port Townsend)

Debbie Copple
Director
Sky Valley Chamber of Commerce (Sultan)

Raymond Kwan
Owner
Lucky Envelope Brewing

Betsy Robblee
Conservation & Advocacy Director
The Mountaineers

Craig Nobley
CEO
Lighthouse Roasters

Doug Burghart
Owner & Brewer
Mighty Pine Brewing (Port Angeles)

Lance Reif
Owner
Wild Water River Guides (Leavenworth)

Amy Brockhaus
Deputy Director
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust

Jack Guinn
Owner
Hellbent Brewing Company (Seattle/Wenatchee)

Travis Merrigan
Co-Founder
GRAYL

Sam Westover
President
Paddle Trails Canoe Club

Caitlin Singer
Sustainability Coordinator
Georgetown Brewing Company

Lee First
President
Twin Harbors Waterkeeper (Cosmopolis)

Michael Mortison
Board Chair
Pacific Rivers

Taylor Gale
HR & Operations Manager
Dru Bru (Snoqualmie Pass)

Paul Fish
Owner
Live To Play, LLC (Spokane)

Glenn Ekberg
Vice President
Vancouver Wildlife League (Vancouver)

Eddie Espinosa
Executive Director
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance

Steve Luke
Owner
Cloudburst Brewing

Molly Whitney
Executive Director
Cascade Forest Conservancy

Brian Stan
Owner
Old Stove Brewery

Arthur (R.D.) Grunbaum
President
Friends of Grays Harbor (Westport)

John Marti
Owner/Brewer
Douglas Lager (Tacoma)

Marnie Jackson
Executive Director
Whidbey Environmental Action Network (Langley)

Susan Saul
Conservation Chair
Vancouver Audubon Society (Vancouver)

Jetf Lambert
Conservation Chair
Spokane Mountaineers (Spokane)

Madelyn Hamilton
Wildlife Program Coordinator
Methow Valley Citizens Council (T'wisp)

Luke Baugh
Executive Director
Triad River Tours (Marblemount)



Levi Wyatt
Corporate Social Responsibility Manager
Yakima Chief Hops (Yakima)

Matt McCoy
President
Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society (Sequim)

Susan Chatlos Susor
President
Friends of Heybrook Ridge (Index)

Matt Perkins
President
Washington Climbers Coalition

Tanya Riordan
Policy and Advocacy Director
Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition

Rachel Vasak
Executive Director
Whatcom Land Trust (Bellingham)

Steve Loitz
President
Kittitas Audubon Society (Ellensburg)

Timothy Coleman
Executive Director
Kettle Range Conservation Group (Republic)

Steve Jones
President
Washington Council Fly Fishers International

Molly Doran
Executive Director
Skagit Land Trust (Mount Vernon)

Travis McMaster

General Manager
COCOON (Wenatchee)

Megan Birzell
Washington State Director
The Wilderness Society

Kim Ngo
Executive Director
Issaquah Alps Trails Club (Issaquah)

David Van Cleve
President
Yakima River Runners (Yakima)

Sarah Kliegman
Co-Executive Director
Okanogan Highlands Alliance (Tonasket)

Mike Mercer and Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran
Owners
Watershed FC

Dennis | Doyle
President
Mount Baker Club (Bellingham)

Julian Matthews
Cootrdinator
Nimiipuu Protecting the Environment

Kevin Quinn
Co-Owner
Bale Breaker Brewing Company (Yakima)

Jacob Young
Owner
Old Schoolhouse Brewery (Winthrop)

Howard Garrett
President
Orca Network (Freeland)

Thomas Furey
Owner/Head Brewer
Halcyon Brewing Company

Ron Swarner
Owner
Peaks & Pints (Tacoma)

Mari Kemper
Co-Owner
Chuckanut Brewery (Mount Vernon)

Larry Lober
President
Greater Bellingham Running Club (Bellingham)

Bruce W. Morse, Ph.D.
VP Board and Chair of Conservation Committee
Tahoma Bird Alliance (Tacoma)

Andrew Schwartz
Co-Owner
Human People Beer

Janet Strong
President
Grays Harbor Audubon Society (Montesano)



Laurie Kerr
Leader, Cascade Volcanoes Chapter
Great Old Broads for Wilderness (Vancouver)

Lunell Haught
President
Inland Northwest Trails Coalition (Spokane)

Tammy Domike
Organizer
Citizens for A Clean Harbor (Hoquiam)

Anneka (Ani) Williams
Policy Director
Winter Wildlands Alliance

Nick Berger
Owner
The Good Society Brewery

Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran
Owners
Watershed Pub & Kitchen

Penny Mabie
Chair
Washington Council of Trout Unlimited

Bernadette Olson
President
Hood Canal Environmental Council (Seabeck)

Peggy Diaz
President.
Cascadians (Yakima)

Kirk Kirkland
Director

Environmental Coalition of Pierce County (Tacoma)

Peter Tryon
President
Nooksack Nordic Ski Club (Bellingham)

Chris Danforth
VP of Marketing & Sales / Co-Owner
Icicle Brewing Company (Leavenworth)

Shane Johns
Head Brewer
E9 Brewing Co (Tacoma)

Laura Ackerman
President
Friends of the Bluff (Spokane)

Paula Sardinas
Founder
Build Back Black Alliance(Issaquah)

Thomas O’Keefe, PhD
Director of Policy and Science
American Whitewater

Amanda Parrish

Executive Director
The Lands Council (Spokane)

Jill Silver
Executive Director
10,000 Years Institute (Forks)

Steve Puddicombe
President
Willapa Hills Audubon Society (Longview)

David Skiba
Head Brewer/ Founder
No Boat Brewing Company (Snoqualmie)

Denise Mahnke
Executive Director
Washington Native Plant Society

Zach Turner
President
Single Hill Brewing (Yakima)

Lara Zahaba
Co-Owner / Creative Director
Stoup Brewing

Bill Derry
President
Pilchuck Audubon Society (Snohomish County)

Bob Brenlin
Owner
Latona Pub /Hopvine / Fiddlet's Inn

Brian G. Nelson
President
Wild Sky Community Trails Association (Index)

Andy Gundel
Owner
Urban Family Brewing



