October 22, 2025

The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Office of the Governor

PO Box 40002

Olympia, WA 98504

RE: Full funding for the Wildfire Response, Forest Restoration & Community Resilience
Account

Dear Governor Ferguson,

Wildfire seasons are growing longer and more intense, with impacts reaching communities
across the state. We are also seeing more fires than ever on the wetter west side of the
state. As we write, wildfires are actively burning from Bear Gulch on the Olympic Peninsula
to Labor Mountain across Blewett Pass.

At the same time, the cost of fighting wildfires is rising rapidly. The National Interagency Fire
Center (NIFC) reports that the average annual cost of suppression from 2019-2023 was
over $2.9 billion — more than double the cost between 2009-2013.

To protect Washingtonians, we urge you to fully fund the Wildfire Response, Forest
Restoration & Community Resilience Account — fulfilling the commitment made with
the passage of House Bill 1168 in 2021 to invest $125 million each biennium over eight
years in critical wildfire resilience efforts.

Since 2021 the Account has facilitated meaningful progress, delivering on the commitment
made to communities across the state:

o Wildfire Response: More firefighters are now on the ground with increased support
from additional dozers, excavators, and air assets — strategically pre-positioned to
reduce reliance on federal aid. Improved early wildfire detection systems enable faster
response. These coordinated efforts ensure our firefighters can act quickly to keep
wildfires from becoming catastrophic. Thanks in part to HB 1168, the number of acres
burned has dropped dramatically: from 800,000 in 2020 to 680,000 in 2021, and under
200,000 in both 2022 and 2023. In 2024, we saw an increase to just over 300,000 acres
burned — still well below pre-HB 1168 levels.

e Forest Restoration: Nearly 90,000 acres have received treatment from thinning and
prescribed fire to boost resilience and better buffer communities across wildfire-prone
landscapes. This work builds on broader restoration efforts, collectively impacting over
half a million acres in eastern Washington. When the 20-Year Forest Health Strategic



Plan was adopted in 2014, 2.8 million acres were identified as critically in need of
restoration — then estimated to take 53 years to treat at the current pace. Thanks to
these funds, we are accelerating progress toward that goal.

e Community Resilience: Over 300 communities are now better prepared for wildfires,
with more than 1,000 trained local leaders and hundreds of homes implementing fire-
resistant upgrades, expert risk assessments, and vegetation clearing to reduce ignition.

These investments are helping make communities safer — saving homes and likely lives.
However, the work has only just begun. We cannot be lulled into a false sense of security
because investments so far have reduced the scale, intensity, and impact of recent wildfire
seasons in Washington.

Transforming our state’s relationship with wildfire requires more than that ramp-up of state
agency efforts — local investments are essential. Community grants, a cornerstone of HB
1168, empower local communities to lead preparedness efforts, reduce fuel loads in the
wildland-urban interface, and restore fire’s natural role. Without full funding of HB 1168,
these community-driven solutions will stall.

The $60 million cut made in the ‘25-27 biennial budget will reverse hard-won progress
by stalling agency efforts and eliminating funding for community grants. We cannot
afford to lose momentum when the stakes have never been higher.

Look to Oregon for our potential costly future if the State does not renew its commitmentin
the ‘26 supplemental budget: Last year, Oregon was forced into a special Legislative
Session to approve an additional $218 million to pay wildfire response costs from the
previous fire season.

We also face new challenges with a reorganization of federal fire programs underway,
including proposals to consolidate wildland fire programs at the Departments of the
Interior and Agriculture. Both Departments are also experiencing significant workforce
reductions that could impact their wildfire and forest management programs. To date the
U.S. Forest Service has lost roughly 5,000 through the Deferred Resignation Program (DRP),
and the Department of Interior lost an additional 7,500 through DRP. It is unclear how
many of these staff had primary or secondary fire responsibilities. Given this uncertainty, it
is more important than ever for Washington to strengthen its own wildfire response, invest
in forest management, and ensure communities are prepared.

The undersigned organizations — representing Tribal governments, local governments,
community organizations, and the private sector — urge you to include the remaining $60
million transfer in the 2026 supplemental budget to sustain proven wildfire resilience
investments across Washington. As Commissioner of Public Lands Upthegrove
emphasized in his September 15 letter, highlighting this account transfer as a top priority
for his agency: “Without these funds, Washington could see an increased number of fires



that are going to be larger and cost the taxpayers more money.” These investments not only
pay for themselves down the line, but they are essential to protecting lives, communities,

and landscapes across the Evergreen State.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Tribal Nations

Chairman Jarred-Michael Erickson
Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation

Ray Entz
Kalispel Tribe of Indians
Natural Resources Department

Councilmember Lisa Wilson
Lummi Indian Business Council

Chairman Shannon Wheeler
Nez Perce Tribe

Chairman Thomas Wooten
Samish Indian Nation

Chairman Eric White
Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians

Local Governments
Mayor Jeff Adams
City of Roslyn

Aaron Champagne
City of Spokane Valley Parks and
Recreation

Elizabeth Chamberlain
City of Walla Walla

Chair Laura Osiadacz
Kittitas County Board of Commissioners

Brett Anderson
Spokane Valley Fire Department

Steve Brooks
Washington Fire Chiefs

Derek Young
Washington State Association of
Counties

Conservation Districts
Ryan Williams
Cascadia Conservation District

Eli Loftis
Okanogan Conservation District

Mike Nordin
Pacific Conservation District

Heather Wendt
Washington Association of Conservation
Districts

Environmental Organizations
Sarah Dyrdahl
American Rivers

Trina Bayard
Audubon Washington

Betsy Rutledge
Columbia Land Trust



Environmental Organizations Cont.

Nadine Nadow
Conservation Northwest

Eddie Espinosa
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance

Sheah Ellis
Fire Adapted Methow

Michelle Connor
Forterra NW

Ryen Helzer
Jefferson Land Trust

Adam Gebauer
The Lands Council

Betsy Robblee
The Mountaineers

Jay McLaughlin
Mt. Adams Resource Stewards

David B. Mendoza
The Nature Conservancy

Mike Nordin
Pacific Conservation District

Janene Ritchie
Pinchot Partners

Kaia Hayes
RE Sources

Daniel Whelan
Sustainable Northwest

Nick Jeffries
Spokane County Wildfire Mitigation
Coalition

Mitsu lwasaki
The Trust for Public Land

Vanessa Kritzer
Washington Association of Land Trusts

ChristinaWong
Washington Conservation Action

Katie Fields
Washington Prescribed Fire Council

Tony Walter Craven
Washington Resource Conservation and
Development Council

Megan Birzell
The Wilderness Society

Community Organizations
Guillermo Rogel
Front and Centered

Jake Garcia
Latino Community Fund of Washington
State

Kate Lunceford
League of Women Voters of Washington

Lorah Super
Methow Valley Citizens Council

Justin Averre
Washington Backcountry Hunters &
Anglers



Businesses
Travis Joseph
American Forest Resource Council

Chris Martin
Blue Pine Fuels

Hannah Jones

Boots on the Ground Forest Services, LLC

Jason Callahan
Green Diamond Resource Company

Joshua Berkowitz
Two Arrows Consultancy

Peter Ambler
Pano Al

Paul Petersen
United Aerial Firefighters Association

Russ Vaagen
Vaagen Timbers

CC:

Shane Esquibel
Jaime Martin
Debbie Driver

K.D. Chapman-See
Kenneth Martin
Owen Rowe
Matthew Hunter
Lisa Borkowski

Chelsea Hajny
Washington Cattlemen’s Association

Rosella Mosby
Washington Farm Bureau

Jason Spadaro
Washington Forest Protection Association

Utilities
Matt Miller
Puget Sound Energy

Josie Cummings
Avista Corp

Kelli Scott
Chelan PUD

Labor

Sam Tinsley

Washington Public Employees
Association (WPEA)



