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January 13, 2025
Dear Washington State Budget Leaders and All Legislators:

RE: Request to maintain $4.5 million in the 2025-27 Operating Budget to support the No Child
Left Inside grant program

On behalf of the 225 undersigned organizations, we thank you for your strong support of the
No Child Left Inside (NCLI) grant program, which connects youth to nature through outdoor
education and recreation programs. Studies have shown the incredible benefits to children who
spend time outside. However, far too often, race, income, identity, ability and zip code affect
children's regular and safe access to the many benefits of nature. The NCLI grant program
helps level that imbalance. Since 2019, NCLI has served 73% of youth who are eligible for free
and reduced lunch, 62% youth of color, 24% youth with disabilities and 18% English language
learners. Yet, funding requests have historically and significantly surpassed available grant
dollars. Just this year, the program received more than $21 million in grant requests. NCLI is a
competitive program established under statute RCW 79A.05.351 designed to fund projects
across the state based on their ranking and merit. Given the state’s budget challenges, we
recognize the need to be thoughtful in our request while continuing to prioritize funding for a
program that is essential to Washington youth. Therefore, we respectfully request that the
No Child Left Inside grant program be funded at $4.5 million in the 2025-27 proposed
operating budget. The amount of funding proposed aligns with the outlined 2025-27
Operating Budget request (SB 5167/HB 1198; Sec. 722 at page 379).

No Child Left Inside is a critical statewide program connecting youth and families from a variety
of underserved communities — including low-income, Black, Indigenous and people of color,
immigrants and refugees, and people with disabilities — to the outdoors. Since 2016, the
program has provided $14.8 million in grants to support 276 programs in 32 counties, matched
by nearly $12 million in private funding. During that time, the program has supported 154,481
underserved youth who were provided with 5.3 million hours of outdoor experiences. Each year,
NCLI has seen a growing number of grant requests, with the 2025-27 grant cycle reaching a
record $21.4 million and 261 applications. The No Child Left Inside grant program provides
innumerable physical, mental and health benefits to youth across the state. The program is
helping meet the growing needs of communities today, while equipping youth for a brighter
tomorrow. With sufficient resources, we can continue building on the program's strong track
record of success. Understanding potential limitations with the forecasted budget in Washington,
we respectfully request that you retain the level of funding for No Child Left Inside at $4.5
million for the program in SB 5167/HB 1198, the 2025-27 Operating Budget bills.



Maintaining funding for NCLI will ensure that Washington youth continue to benefit from the
transformative outdoor experiences the program provides.

With your help, we can provide more children the opportunity to connect with nature and its vast
benefits. The No Child Left Inside grant program is already changing lives for tens of thousands
of Washington’s youth. Please make a sound and smart investment for the future of
Washington’s youth by maintaining the current investment for this critical program. No Child Left
Inside is a down payment on the next generation of leaders who will pave the way for our
collective future. Thank you for your leadership and commitment to connecting children to

Washington’s great outdoors.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Reyes
Program Manager
The Wilderness Society

Tiffany Pearsall
Director
Play Frontier

Brian Gatewood
CEO
Innovative Change Makers

Lisa Redfern
Teacher
On Track Academy

Jane Seibel

Director of Operations and
Community Partnerships
The Nature Project

Zsofia Pasztor
Executive Co-Director
Farmer Frog

Julie Hirsch

Program Director

Garden of the Salishsea
Curriculum/Pacific Shellfish
Institute

Shraddha Kakshapati
Vice President
Nepal seattle hiking community

FAALUAINA PRITCHARD
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ASIA PACIFIC CULTURAL
CENTER

Ashleigh Shoecraft
Executive Director
Braided Seeds

Raina Baker
Executive Director
Camp Beausite Northwest

Terrell Dorsey
President/Founder/CEO
Unleash the Brilliance

Yesi Castro
Executive Director
CultureSeed

Alexa Whipple

Project Director

Methow Okanogan Beaver
Project

Jasmine Vilar
Development Director
The Lands Council

Lisa Mattson

Principal mentor, Program lead
Outdoor Education

Spokane Public Schools, On
Track Academy

Krista Sarver
President
Columbia Crest Academy PTO

Ellen Wylde

Wylde Wind & Water
Secretary Board of Directors
WW&W

Kate Burke
Executive Director
River City Youth Ops

Friday Enabulele
Founder/Board of Director
TheGAC

David Dunphy
Executive Director
Y.E.T..

Marvena Kemp
Director
Marvin Thomas Memorial Fund

Jeni Rice

Executive Director / CEO
Explore Your Wild Youth
Programs

Silvia Alvarez
Executive Director
Triumph Teen Life Centers

Deb McLaughlin

Grants and operations
consultant (former educator)
WaterLight Works and Writing,
LLC

James Batey
Travel Study Coordinator
Harbor School

Tracy Myers

Executive Director

King County Play Equity
Coalition



Frederick Davis
CEO/President
Building Youth Through
Music/WayOut Kids

Katherine Cory
Executive Director
Columbia Springs

Amy Eberling
Director
The Salish Sea School

Lisa Reaugh

Executive Director, Student
Services

Peninsula School District

Connor Inslee
Executive Director
Outdoors for All Foundation

Zoe Nelson
Program Manager
King Conservation District

Dan Worra
CEO
Camp Korey

sarah fox
Executive Director/ Land-based
Educator
The Nature Immersion Program

Carol Roll
Development Director
Birds Connect Seattle

Jessica lvins

Senior Director of Development
and Communications

Launch

Andy Basabe
Leadership Team
Vamos Outdoors Project

Melissa Daniels
Administrative Manager
Sustainable Connections

Neicy Jones
Co-Founder/Board Member
Greatest Matriarchs Society

Andrew Sisolak

Scout Executive & CEO
Pacific Harbors Council,
Scouting America

beza tesfaye
Director
kokeb

Dawn Bass
Executive Director
Community Builders

Stacy Sage

Development Lead

Open Doors for Multicultural
Families

Jena Gooch
After School Program Director
Orondo School District

Zach Wenman
Recreation Supervisor
City of Burien

Susan Parini
Director of Institutional Giving
NatureBridge

Eric Stone Il - Scoutmaster
Scoutmaster / Camp Master
Troop 4090 / Troop 90 Trust/
Camp Bogardus

Freyja Bourke
Ski Education Director
Leavenworth Winter Sports Club

Morgan Morris
Executive Director
Lower Columbia Fish
Enhancement Group

Tali Economy
Co-Director
YWCA Olympia

Sarah Hanson
Executive Director
On Sacred Ground Land Trust

Layla Anane
Executive Director
the Service Board

Elsa Watson

Executive Director

Walla Walla Public Schools
Foundation

Sarah Doyle
Executive Director
North Olympic Salmon Coalition

Greg Clensy
Director
Ocean Park Camp and Retreat

Elynora Arellano
Office Manager
Journeymen Institute

Julie Morin
President
Positive Impact Grant Writing

David Kyle
Trout Unlimited
Program Manager

Dorry Foster
CEO
Wenatchee Valley YMCA

Zachary Todd

Recreation Coordinator: Teen &
Outdoors

Si View Metro Parks

Jenna McKenzie
Board Member
The Whole Horse Place

Charlie Davis

CEO

YMCA of Pierce and Kitsap
Counties

Jacob Baker
Executive Director
Coastal Interpretive Center

Gregory Rekart
Captain
Sea Scout Ship Invincible 2313

Ben Bauermeister
Executive Director
Skillmation



Brianne Kreppein

Grant Manager

YMCA of Snohomish County -
Everett, WA

Andres Guerrero-Guzman
Outreach and Policy Manager
Washington Wildlife and
Recreation Coalition

Jane Hutchinson
Executive Director
Western Wildlife Outreach

Abdi Haro
Program Manager
BCG

Ken Salem

Director of Strategic Initiatives
Boys & Girls Clubs of
Snohomish County

Leslie Morishita

Interim Co-Executive Director
Interim Community
Development Association

Kat Hall
Restoration Program Director
The Lands Council

Sibyl Maer-Fillo
Director
Washington Outdoor School

Tina Meekins
President
The Place of Horses

Mickey Centeno
Board Member, Facilitator
The Whole Horse Place

Oak Rankin
Executive Director
Glacier Peak Institute

Kathryn Lamka
Secretary/Treasurer
Community Wellness Project

Jenny Weddle
Operations Director
Peak 7 Adventures

Jill Scheffer

President

Kittitas Environmental Education
Network (KEEN)

Kaelie Spencer
Hatchery and Education
Program Manager
Sound Salmon Solutions

Megan Carlisle
Field Director
Wild Grief

Shamso Issak
Executive Director
Living Well Kent Collaborative

Juliette Lanser

Family Support Services
Specialist

World Relief

Chelsea Hardenbrook
Community Engagement
Manager

River City Youth Ops

Ander Russell
Co-Executive Director
RE Sources

Shelby Lookabill
Program Coordinator
Camp STIX Diabetes Programs

Katie Kosanke
Urban Forester
City of Spokane Urban Forestry

Ewann Berntson
Board Member
Place of Horses

Elizabeth Nelson
Chief Operating Officer
Recreation Northwest

Haley Lebsack
Grant Writer
Friends of the Columbia Gorge

Bec Detrich
Executive Director
North Cascades Institute

Julie Curtis

Communications Coordinator
San Juan Islands Conservation
District

Andrea Anderson
CEO

Girl Scouts of Western
Washington

Sharon Stone
Grant Coordinator
Whatcom Family YMCA

Claire Smallwood
Executive Director
SheJumps

Paul Andersson

Executive Director

San Juan Islands Conservation
District

Kim Pope

Executive Director
Boys & Girls Club of the
Columbia Basin

Sara-Anne Leavitt
Program Director
Sahale Outdoors

Jessica Crofoot
Owner
Adaptive BodyWorks

Lenard Howze
Executive Director
Buffalo Soldiers of Seattle

Kyle Clogston
Sports and Recreation Director
Whatcom Family YMCA

Eric Jones
Board Treasurer
ReCyclery of Jefferson County

Ramona Campbell
EVP/CFOO
Boys & Girls Clubs of Bellevue

Wilson Faust
Engagement Navigator
River City Youth Ops



Alix Lee-Tigner

Lake Sammamish UWRP
Manager

Trout Unlimited

Rachel Hostager

Early Learning and Family
Support Specialist

World Relief

Janet Gray

Chief Development Officer
Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Olympic Peninsula

Martin LeBlanc
Principal
LBC Action

Bob Pastore
Volunteer
Port of Grapeview

Poppy White

Director of Operations - Camps
and Programs

Camp Fire Inland Northwest

Brenda Medina
Employee Experience Manager
The Wilderness Society

Maddy Laoprasert
Partnerships
Outdoor Asian

Kylie ODriscoll Restoration
Project Manager
SPSSEG

Amy Kiyota
CEO
Impact Public Schools

Isis Lara Fernandez
Expanded Learning Director
Launch

Christy Garrard
Executive Director
Visit Issaquah

Larry Leveen
Executive Director
ForeverGreen Trails

Betsy Robblee
Conservation & Advocacy
Director

The Mountaineers

David Fierce

President, Board of Directors
The ReCyclery of Jefferson
County

Jon Hoekstra

Executive Director

Mountains to Sound Greenway
Trust

Karen Lobos
Executive Director
Rainier Prep

Michael DeCramer
Policy and Planning Manager
Washington Trails Association

Jessica Linkemyer
Education coordinator
South Puget Sound Salmon
Enhancement Group

Julia Berg
Director of Education
Foss Waterway Seaport

Tamika LaMere
Director of Native Education
Spokane Public Schools

Kat Sweet
Owner
Sweetlines

Mat Lyons
Executive Director
TREAD

Sarah Milligan-Toffler
President & CEO
Children & Nature Network

Lorelei Felchlin
Executive Director
Sahale Outdoors

Liz Bullard
Executive Director
Seattle PlayGarden

Alexandra Ehrich
Communications Manager
Hood Canal Salmon
Enhancement Group

Seth Walser

COQO; Grant Writing Specialist
and Consultant

InteGrant

Sonia Doughty

Board member

King County Play Equity
Coalition

Jennifer Boie
Director
Palouse Conservation District

Kristi Murphy
Director of Grants Services
Boys & Girls Clubs of Bellevue

Stephanie Herbst

Water Quality Project Specialist
Washington State Dept of
Ecology

Shannon
Owner/Consultant
Behrens

Denay Stell
Recreation Coordinator
City of Burien

Leann Wagele Executive
Director
Camp Fire Inland Northwest

Jason Lundgren
Executive Director
Cascade Fisheries

Stacie Barnum
Parks Director
Aberdeen Parks and Recreation

Carly Cahoon
Grant Writer
SEASTR

Tier Matthews
President/Founder
Youth Inspired Change



Rod McClain
Communications & Grants
Manager

Bike Works

Danielle Smith
Board Member
Environmental Science Center

Emily Kitali

Education and Outreach
Manager

Lower Columbia Fish
Enhancement Group

Rachelle Baughman
Secretary
Reel Recreation

Julie Youngs
Education Director
Squaxin Island Tribe

Catherine Collins
Executive Director
Sound Experience

David Williams

Executive Director
Washington Student Cycling
League

Chevon Powell
Managing Director & Founder
Golden Bricks Events

Michelle Keefer
Manager
Wildwood Outdoors LLC

Tyree Mailey
Director of Operations
Baseball Beyond Borders

Carlos Zepeda

Unit Director of Teen Services
Boys and Girls Clubs of
Bellevue

Andy Zahl

Executive Committee Member
Walla Walla Public Schools
Foundation

Laurie Stamp

Learning Experience Manager
African Community Housing and
Development

Mary Dodsworth

Parks, Recreation and
Community Services Director
City of lakewood

Vidhya Komattethu

Children and Family Programs
Manager

World Relief Western
Washington

Maura Kizito
Development Director
WakulimaUSA

Jennifer Berner
Parks & Enrichment Services
Director City of Mount Vernon

Shannon A Shea
Executive Director
Tacoma Boat Builders

Sarah Williams

Outdoor Leadership Training
coordinator Washington
Trails Association

Denice Rochelle
Founder and Director
The Bronze Chapter

Alyssa Hoyt
Co-Executive Director
Mount St. Helens Institute

Libbie Barnes
Development Manager
The Center for Wooden Boats

Elaine Placido
Executive Director
Lower Columbia Estuary
Partnership

Kayla Rosenow

BOLD & GOLD Partnership
Program Director

YMCA of Greater Seattle

Taylor McAllister

Education Coordinator
Friends of Issaquah Salmon
Hatchery

Alicia Harvie

Head of Community &
Government Affairs
REI Co-op

Nell Aiello

Director of Communications and
Grants

George Pocock Rowing
Foundation

Abigail Groskopf
Co-Executive Director
Mount St. Helens Institute

Nora Winters
Grant Manager
Community House on Broadway

Sara Welsh
Director of Youth Programming
Community Boating Center

Alyx Hastings

Grant Writer
Whitewater Aquatics
Management

Becky List
Executive Director
Wa-Ya Outdoor Institute

Leah Altman
Executive Director
Confluence

Stacey Selcho
Education Coordinator
Spokane

Shauna Bogley

Executive Committee Member
Walla Walla Public Schools
Foundation

Lara Ruegg

Nature Connections Program
Coordinator

Young Women Empowered



Katherine Barr
ED of Operations
STEM Paths Innovation Network

Chris Wolf
Grants Manager
Second Chance Outreach

Steven Buchsbaum
President
Pole Creek Foundation

Maggie McGillivray

Grants & Programs Manager
Foster Creek Conservation
District

Tamara Tinhof

Executive Committee Member
Walla Walla Public Schools
Foundation

Heidi Dunbar
Board President
FISH

Lucia Hunt
Executive Director
POST 84

Doris Yepez
Board Member
Environmental Science Center

Lucy DeGrace

Outreach Manager

Skagit Fisheries Enhancement
Group

Loria Yeadon
President & CEO
YMCA of Greater Seattle

Alli Ewing
Co-Executive Director
YWCA Olympia

Bruce Murray
Director
Chambers Creek Foundation

Cindy Meyer

Executive Board Member
Walla Walla Public Schools
Foundation

Makayla Simmer
Executive Director
World Salmon Council

Joanna Stodden
Executive Director
Environmental Science Center

Steven Buchsbaum
Principal
Bermuda Associates

Molly

Executive Administrator/
Program Facilitator
McKenna

Theresa Samuelsen
Executive Director
Camp Fire North Central
Washington

Brenda Sullivan
Member of the Board
Environmental Science Center

Helen Potter
PR & Communications Manager
Outdoor Asian

Marisa Withey Byrne
Founder
Moonlit Path

Allison Pauletto

Executive Director

Friends of the Children - SW
Washington

Philip J. Hertzog
Educator
Foss Waterway Seaport

Geoff Willard
Executive Director
Wolf Haven International

Christie Wilder
Executive Director
Plain Valley Ski Trails

Josh Baldi

Director

King County Water and Land
Resources Division

Margret Alley
Board Chair
Environmental Science Center

Karen Lynch
Board member
Environment Science Center

Chris L. Sieg
CTE Director
Tumwater School District

Hannah Hirtreiter

Finance Director

Multicultural Child and Family
Hope Center

Alison Studley

Executive Director

Skagit Fisheries Enhancement
Group

Carrie Nass
Board Member
Environmental Science Center

Nicole Killebrew
Board Chair
Environmental Science Center

Sarah Shaffer
Executive Director
Wenatchee Outdoors

Roland Carette-Meyers
Northwest Associate Director of
Philanthropy

Trust for Public Land

Braden Sigua
Government Affairs Manager
Pacific Science Center

Alecia Cunningham
Director of Development
Summer Search

Alison Mohrbacher
Executive Director
Friends of Camp Gallagher

Philip Watkins

Institutional Partnership and
Communication Manager
Summer Search Seattle



Mark Clemens

Executive Director

Friends of Issaquah Salmon
Hatchery

Brielle Spangler
School Age Programs
Coordinator

World Relief Western
Washington

Lisette Walser

Grant Writer & Award
Administrator;

Supported past NCLI applicants
and awardees InteGrant on
behalf of Spokane Conservation
District, Farmer Frog, and Upper
Columbia Resource
Conservation and Development
Council (RC&D)

Tracy Banaszynski
Co-Executive Director
Mid Sound Fisheries
Enhancement Group

Sydni Acevedo
Science Educator
Foss Waterway Seaport

Rachael Barger

Title VI Educator and Chair of
the WWNAEC and 2nd Vice
Chair of the WSIEA

Western Washington Native
American Educators Consortium

Brittany Ahmann

Development and Stewardship
Specialist

Sound Salmon Solutions

Jennifer Conlon
Education Grants Manager
Foss Waterway Seaport

Hilary Kozel

Advisory Board Member

The Outdoor Experience at On
Track Academy (Spokane Public
Schools)



