
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 24, 2021 
 
Tom Vilsack 
Alaska Roadless Rule 
USDA Forest Service 
P.O. Box 21628 
Juneau, Alaska 99802–1628 

 

Re: Proposed Exemption of the Tongass National Forest from the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule 
 
Dear Secretary Tom Vilsack, 
 
The undersigned 223 conservation, recreation and wildlife organizations, local business leaders, and elected officials 
from Washington State, are writing to request that you fully restore 2001 Roadless Rule protections on the Tongass 
National Forest and end old-growth logging on the entirety of the forest. 
 
With its old-growth trees effectively capturing and storing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, the Tongass is one of 
the United States’ most important carbon sinks and a critical tool in the fight against climate change. Scientists have 
estimated that the forest accounts for about 8 percent of the carbon sequestered by all national forests. Protecting the 
Tongass from old-growth logging will not only preserve that capacity, but avoid releasing carbon currently stored in its 
trees.   

  
The Tongass National Forest is federal land owned by all Americans and its management matters beyond just Alaska. 
Here in Washington State, more than most areas, we have a direct connection to Southeast Alaska in many ways. The 
Tongass National Forest is approximately 500 miles from the northern border of Washington State, the same distance as 
Boise, ID. Washington is the closest state to Alaska and shares close business, economic and cultural connections. 
Seattle is the home port for numerous cruise ships heading north through Alaska’s Inside Passage to Glacier Bay National 
Park, immediately adjacent to threatened national forest roadless areas.   
 
Roadless area protections sustain southeast Alaska’s ancient forests including thousand-year old Sitka spruce, western 
hemlock, and western red cedar. Tribal communities currently rely on the Tongass for traditional uses that date back 
thousands of years and support communities’ essential food security. The Tongass is also home to endemic species 
including brown bears, wolves, eagles, black-tailed deer, and world-class salmon habitat that support commercial and 
recreational fisheries.  It is also home to incredible outdoor recreation opportunities like mountaineering and sea 
kayaking. 
 
The Tongass is also the ancestral and contemporary homeland of the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian peoples, and they 
have been the driving force of the effort to protect the forest. Their way of life is inextricably linked with these lands and 
waters. They hunt, gather, fish, and harvest medicines in the Tongass that their ancestors have stewarded for more than 
10,000 years. Restoring full protections is aligned with the position taken by Tribes in Southeast Alaska and will allow 
their traditional use of the land to continue.   
 
We share a rich cultural connection to salmon inspired by our local Tribes and natural history similar to our northern 
Alaska neighbors. The Tongass National Forest produces on average 28% of Alaska’s annual commercial salmon catch, 
and 25% of the entire west coast annual harvest. A significant number of commercial fishing permits held in Southeast 
and offshore waters in Alaska have their home port in Washington State in places like Seattle’s Fisherman’s Terminal or 
Westport on the Olympic coast.   
 
As part of planning for a future beyond large-scale old-growth logging, please also make a sustained federal financial 
investment in the Southeast Alaska Sustainability Strategy. Operating in full consultation with Tribal governments and 
local communities, this program will invest in Tribal priorities and will help them stoke the already robust fishing and 
recreation industries that are currently driving the region’s economy. 
 



Please fully restore 2001 Roadless Rule protections on the Tongass National Forest and end large-scale old-growth 
logging on the entirety of the forest. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Derek Stanford 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 1) 
 
Davina Duerr 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 1) 
 
Bob Hasegawa 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 11) 
 
David Heckney 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 11) 
 
Marko Liias 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 21) 
 
Christine Rofles 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 23) 
 
Tarra Simmons 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 23) 
 
Phil Fortunato 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 31) 
 
Jesse Salomon 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 32) 
 
Cindy Ryu 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 32) 
 
Karen Keiser 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 33) 
 
Eileen Cody 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 34) 
 
 

Joe Fitzgibbon 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 34) 
 
Reuven Carlyle 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 36) 
 
Rebecca Saldana 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 37) 
 
June Robinson 
State Senator 
WA State Senate (Dist 38) 
 
Emily Wicks  
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 38) 
 
Liz Lovelett  
State Senator 
Washington State Senate (Dist 40) 
 
Alex Ramel 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 40) 
 
Jamie Pedersen  
State Senator  
Washington State Senate (Dist 43) 
 
Nicole Macri 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 43) 
 
Roger Goodman 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 45) 
 
Larry Springer 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 45) 
 
Gerry Pollet 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 46) 
 
 



Javier Valdez 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 46) 
 
Patty Kuderer 
State Senator 
Washington State Senate (Dist 48) 
 
Amy Walen 
State Representative 
WA State House of Representatives (Dist 48) 
 
Heidi Eisenhour 
Commissioner  
Jefferson County Commission, District 2 
 
Rod Demobowski 
Council Member 
King County Council, District 1 
 
Girmay Zahilay  
Council Member 
King County Council, District 2 
 
Sarah Perry 
Council Member 
King County Council, District 3 
 
Jeanne Kohl-Welles 
Council Member 
King County Council, District 4 
 
Dave Upthegrove 
Council Member 
King County Council, District 5 
 
Claudia Balducci 
Council Member 
King County Council, District 6 
 
Joe McDermott  
Council Member 
King County Council, District 8 
 
Megan Dunn 
Council Member 
Snohomish County Council, District 2 
 
Jared Mead 
Council Member 
Snohomish County Council, District 4 
 
Satpal Sidhu 
County Executive 
Whatcom County 

Todd Donovan 
Council Member 
Whatcom County Council 
 
Carol Frazey 
Council Member for At Large  
Whatcom County Council 
 
Kaylee Galloway 
Council Member 
Whatcom County Council 
 
Bruce McDougall 
Council Member 
City of Anacortes 
 
Carolyn Moulton 
Council Member 
City of Anacortes 
 
Jan Schuette 
Council Member 
City of Arlington 
 
Nancy Backus  
Mayor 
City of Auburn 
 
Chris Stearns 
Council Member 
City of Auburn 
 
Seth Fleetwood 
Mayor 
City of Bellingham 
 
Hannah E. Stone 
Council President 
City of Bellingham 
 
Lisa A. Anderson 
Council Member 
City of Bellingham 
 
Michael Lilliquist 
Council Member 
City of Bellingham 
 
Daniel Hammill 
Council Member 
City of Bellingham 
 
Mary Lou Steward 
Mayor 
City of Blaine 



Richard May 
Mayor Pro Tem 
City of Blaine 
 
Valerie Rosman  
Council Member  
City of Brier 
 
Hugo Garcia 
Council Member 
City of Burien 
 
Kimberly Lisk 
Mayor 
City of Carnation 
 
Marianne Klaas 
Mayor 
City of Clyde Hill 
 
Sean Smith 
Mayor Pro Tem 
City of Covington 
 
Elizabeth Porter  
Council Member  
City of Covington 
 
Amy Ockerlander 
Mayor 
City of Duvall 
 
Amy McHenry 
Council Member 
City of Duvall 
 
Rick Shaffer 
Council Member 
City of Duvall 
 
Diane Buckshnis 
Council Member 
City of Edmonds 
 
Will Chen  
Council Member 
City of Edmonds 
 
Laura Johnson  
Council Member  
City of Edmonds 
 
Vivian Olson 
Council Member  
City of Edmonds 

Susan Paine 
Council Member 
City of Edmonds 
 
Mary Fosse 
Council Member 
City of Everett 
 
Paula Rhyne 
Council Member 
City of Everett 
 
Steven Yarbrough  
Mayor  
City of Gold Bar   
 
Charles R Lie 
Council Member 
City of Gold Bar 
 
Norm Johnson 
Mayor 
Town of Index 
 
Bruce Albert 
Council Member 
Town of Index 
 
J. P. Brastad 
Council Member 
Town of Index 
 
Kem Hunter 
Council Member 
Town of Index 
 
Bert Shepherdson 
Council Member 
Town of Index 
 
Mary Lou Pauly 
Mayor 
City of Issaquah 
 
Barbara de Michele 
Council Member 
City of Issaquah 
 
Melanie O’Cain  
Deputy Mayor 
City of Kenmore 
 
Angela Kugler 
Council Member 
City of Kenmore 



Corina Pfeil 
Council Member 
City of Kenmore 
 
Brenda Fincher 
Council Member 
City of Kent 
 
Marli Larimer 
Council Member 
City of Kent 
 
Zandria Michaud 
Council Member 
City of Kent 
 
Penny Sweet 
Mayor 
City of Kirkland 
 
Kelli Curtis 
Council Member 
City of Kirkland 
 
Jon Pascal  
Council Member 
City of Kirkland 
 
Tom French  
Deputy Mayor  
City of Lake Forest Park 
 
Semra Riddle 
Council Member 
City of Lake Forest Park 
 
Cynthia F. Adkins  
Council Member 
City of Medina 
 
Randy Reeves 
Council Member 
City of Medina 
 
David Rosenbaum 
Deputy Mayor  
City of Mercer Island 
 
Craig W. Reynolds 
Council Member 
City of Mercer Island 
 
Shanna Styron Sherrell  
Mayor 
City of Milton 

Tim Ceder 
Council Member 
City of Milton 
 
Richard Brocksmith 
Council Member 
City of Mount Vernon 
 
Richard Emery 
Council Member 
City of Mukilteo 
 
Tom Jordal 
Council Member 
City of Mukilteo 
 
Riaz Khan 
Council Member 
City of Mukilteo 
 
Linda Newing 
Mayor 
City of Newcastle 
 
Heather Koellen 
Council Member 
City of North Bend 
 
Mary Miller 
Council Member 
City of North Bend 
 
Angela Birney 
Mayor 
City of Redmond 
 
Jessica Forsythe  
Council Member  
City of Redmond  
 
Venessa Kritzer 
Council Member 
City of Redmond 
 
Melissa Stuart 
Council Member 
City of Redmond 
 
James Alberson 
Council Member 
City of Renton 
 
Valerie O’Halloran 
Council Member 
City of Renton 



Kali Clark 
Council Member 
City of Sammamish 
 
Amy Lam 
Council Member 
City of Sammamish 
 
Kent Treen  
Council Member 
City of Sammamish 
 
Jake Simpson 
Mayor 
City of SeaTac 
 
Senayet Negusse 
Deputy Mayor/Council Member  
City of SeaTac 
 
Mohamed Egal 
Council Member 
City of SeaTac 
 
Takele Gobena 
Council Member 
City of SeaTac 
 
Debora Juarez 
Council Member 
City of Seattle, District 5 
 
Dan Strauss 
Council Member 
City of Seattle, District 6  
 
Sara Nelson 
Council Member 
City of Seattle, District 9  
 
Joe Burns 
Council Member 
City of Sedro-Woolley 
 
Keith Scully  
Mayor 
City of Shoreline 
 
Betsy Robertson 
Deputy Mayor  
City of Shoreline 
 
Matt Larson 
Mayor 
City of Snoqualmie 

Katy Kinney Harris 
Mayor 
Town of Yarrow Point 
 
Kathy Smith 
Council Member 
Town of Yarrow Point  
 
Tom Uniack 
Executive Director 
Washington Wild  
 
Robert Kaye 
Chair, Conservation Committee  
North Cascades Audubon Society (Bellingham.WA) 
 
Peter Bahls 
Executive Director 
Northwest Watershed Institute (Port Townsend, WA) 
 
Brian Stan  
Co-Founder  
Old Stove Brewing 
 
Layne Carter 
Brand Manager 
Aslan Brewing Co (Bellingham. WA) 
 
Tracy Strandness 
Owner/Founder 
Barefoot Eco Outfitters (Bellevue, WA) 
 
Mari & Will Kemper  
Owners 
Chuckanut Brewing Co (Burlington, WA) 
 
Kim McDonald 
President  
Fish Not Gold 
 
Marlies Wierenga 
Pacific Northwest Conservation Manager 
WildEarth Guardians 
 
Andree Hurley 
Executive Director 
Washington Water Trails 
 
Sarah Kliegman 
co-Executive Director  
Okanogan Highlands Alliance (Tonasket,WA) 
 
Joseph Bogaard 
Executive Director 
Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition 



Levi Wyatt 
Corporate Social Responsibility Coordinator 
Yakima Chief Hops (Yakima, WA) 
 
J. Michelle Swope 
Washington Regional Coordinator 
Native Fish Society 
 
Jason Gass 
Co-Founder 
YaYa Brewing Company (Spokane, WA) 
 
Devon Richardson 
Giving & Sustainability Manager 
MiiR 
 
Molly Whitney 
Executive Director  
Cascade Forest Conservancy  
 
Betsy Robblee 
Conservation & Advocacy Director 
The Mountaineers 
 
Art Wolfe  
Conservation Photographer 
Art Wolfe, Inc. 
 
Amanda Parrish 
Executive Director 
The Lands Council (Spokane, WA) 
 
Caitlin Singer 
Quality & Sustainability Coordinator 
Georgetown Brewing Company 
 
Scott Houmes  
Owner  
Silver City Brewery (Bremerton, WA) 
 
Raymond Kwan & Barry Chan 
Owners 
Lucky Envelope Brewing 
 
Dave Werntz 
Science and Conservation Director 
Conservation Northwest 
 
Amy Brockhaus 
Deputy Director 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 
 
Steve Erickson 
Founder 
Whidbey Environmental Action Network (Langley, WA) 

Janet Strong 
President 
Grays Harbor Audubon Society (Montesano, WA) 
 
Derek Wyckoff 
CEO/President 
192 Brewing Company (Kenmore, WA) 
 
Timothy Coleman 
Executive Director 
Kettle Range Conservation Group (Republic, WA) 
 
Becca Gray and Nate Schons 
Owners 
Island Hoppin' Brewery (Orcas Island, WA) 
 
Jack Guinn 
Owner 
Hellbent Brewing Company 
 
Lee First 
Waterkeeper 
Twin Harbors Waterkeeper (Cosmopolis, WA) 
 
Rob Smith 
Northwest Regional Director  
National Parks Conservation Association 
 
Pat Hesselgesser 
Chair 
Washington Council Trout Unlimited 
 
Kathy Johnson 
Forest Practices Chair 
Pilchuck Audubon Society (Snohomish, WA) 
 
Wendy McDermott 
Puget Sound-Columbia Basin Director 
American Rivers (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Justin Gerardy 
Owner 
Standard Brewing/ Sovereign Brewing 
 
Dan Streiffert 
Conservation Chair 
Rainier Audubon Society (Auburn, WA) 
 
Sam Merrill 
Conservation Committee Chair 
Black Hills Audubon Society (Olympia, WA) 
 
Haley Keller 
Co-Owner, Finance & Retail Operations 
Peddler Brewing Company 



Tim Manns 
Conservation Chair 
Skagit Audubon Society (Mount Vernon, WA) 
 
Sandeep Nain 
Owner 
Ascent Outdoors 
 
Jeremy Lucas 
Vice President 
Eastside Audubon (Kirkland, WA) 
 
David Skiba 
Head Brewer/ Founder  
No Boat Brewing Company (Snoqualmie. WA)  
 
Marie Neumiller 
Executive Director 
Inland Northwest Wildlife Council (Spokane, WA) 
 
Scott Sell 
Skagit Valley Site Manager 
Westland Distillery (Burlington, WA) 
 
Judy Hallisey 
President 
Kittitas Audubon (Ellensburg, WA) 
 
John Bridge 
President 
Olympic Park Advocates (Seqium, WA) 
 
Hilary Eisen 
Policy Director 
Winter Wildlands Alliance  
 
Jesse Piedfort 
Director 
Sierra Club, Washington State 
 
Mary Taylor Goforth 
South Sound Broadband Leader 
Great Old Broads for Wilderness (Olympia, WA) 
 
Larry Lober 
Membership Coordinator 
Greater Bellingham Running Club (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Kevin and Meghann Quinn, Kevin Smith 
Co-Owners 
Bale Breaker Brewing Company (Yakima, WA) 
 
Rev. Roberta Rominger 
Pastor 
Congregational Church on Mercer Island  

Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran 
Owners 
Watershed Pub & Kitchen 
 
Andrew Pogue 
Owner 
Fair Isle Brewing 
 
Susan Chatlos-Susor 
President  
Friends of Heybrook Ridge (Index, WA) 
 
Chris Danforth 
VP of Marketing & Sales // Co-Owner 
Icicle Brewing Company (Leavenworth, WA) 
 
Eric Buist 
Marketing Manager 
Skagit Valley Malting (Burlington, WA) 
 
Craig Nobley 
General Manager 
Lighthouse Roasters 
 
Jason Daugherty 
Sales Manager 
Holy Mountain Brewing Co 
 
Shari Tarantino 
Executive Director 
Orca Conservancy 
 
Chuck Cheshire 
President 
Vancouver Wildlife League (Vancouver, WA) 
 
Jon Bowne  
Preside 
Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club (Spokane, WA)  
 
John Kochendorfer 
Head Brewer 
District Brewing Company (Mount Vernon, WA) 
 
Jill Silver 
Executive Director 
10,000 Years Institute (Port Townsend, WA) 
 
Arthur (R.D.) Grunbaum 
President 
FOGH (Friends of Grays Harbor, WA) 
 
Gabriel Villenave 
Managing Partner 
Outer Planet Craft Brewing 



Jennifer Barker 
Proprietor 
Terramar Brewstillery (Edison, WA) 
 
Connie Gallant 
President 
Olympic Forest Coalition (Quilcene, WA) 
 
Ron Extract 
Creator/Chief 
Garden Path Fermentation (Burlington, WA) 
 
Michael Nash 
Owner 
Hard Core Paddles 
 
Irene Nash 
President 
Sky Valley Future (Gold Bar, WA) 
 
Margaret Bushnell 
President 
Mount Baker Club (Bellingham, WA) 
 
John McGlenn 
President  
Washington Wildlife Federation 
 
Larry Brandt 
Conservation Chair 
Willapa Hills Audubon Society (Grays River, WA) 
 
Phil Neumann 
Co-Founder & CEO 
Mainstem Malt (Walla Walla, WA) 
 
Taylor Robertson 
Marketing & Sales Director 
Werner Paddles (Monroe, WA) 
 
Molly Doran 
Executive Director 
Skagit Land Trust (Mount Vernon, WA) 
 
Amy Grondin  
Co-Owner and Fisherman 
Duna Fisheries, LLC (Port Townsend, WA) 
 
Greg Friedrichs 
Co-Owner and Fisherman 
F/V Arminta (Port Townsend, WA) 
 
Mark Taylor 
President 
Three Rivers Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

 
Susan Saul 
Conservation Chair 
Vancouver Audubon Society  
 
Megan Birzell 
Washington State Director 
The Wilderness Society 
 
Andrea Imler 
Advocacy Director  
Washington Trails Association   
 
Lara Zahaba 
Co-Owner 
Stoup Brewing 
 
Denis Tuzinovic 
Environmental Coordinator  
Patagonia Seattle 
 
Kiliii Yüyan 
Professional Photographer 
 
 
 
Colleen Kuehl  
Owner 
Wander Brewing (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Steve Jones 
President 
Washington Council of Fly Fishers International  
 
Wayne Jehlik  
Co-owner/Head Brewer 
Obec Brewing 
 
Philip Fenner 
President  
North Cascades Conservation Council 
 
Paul Satzinger 
Operations Manager 
NOLS Pacific Northwest 
 
Gabe Epperson, MPA  
Executive Director 
Whatcom Land Trust (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Ander Russell 
Senior Environmental Advocate 
RE Sources (Bellingham, WA)  
 
 



 
Arthur Campbell 
President 
North Central Washington Audubon Society 
(Wenatchee) 
 
 
 
CC: U.S. Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) 
 U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Todd Owsley  
Owner 
Farmstrong Brewing/Ragged & Right Cider (Mount 
Vernon) 


