May 17, 2022

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Democratic Leader Speaker

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
S-221 Capitol Building H-232 Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Republican Leader Republican Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
S-230 Capitol Building H-204 Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leaders Schumer, McConnell, and McCarthy:

On behalf of our tens of millions of members and supporters, we respectfully request
your support to significantly increase funding for environmental agencies and programs in Fiscal
Year 2023 (FY23). Specifically, we ask that you support a 302(a) allocation that meets or
exceeds the $650 billion in non-defense discretionary spending (excluding Veterans Affairs
Medical Care) included in President Biden’s budget request. We also ask that you support a
302(b) allocation for the Interior-Environment Subcommittee that meets or exceeds the
President’s budget, which would require a minimum estimated level of $50 billion (pending
official score from the Congressional Budget Office). Finally, we ask that you oppose anti-
environmental policy riders—including those carried forward from prior funding bills—which
have no place in the appropriations process. Your leadership is necessary to rebuild and equip
these crucial agencies and programs that promote environmental justice and protect our health,
lands, wildlife, air, water, oceans, and climate.

Funding in FY23 must go further than merely keeping pace with inflation, providing for
current services, and restoring lost capacity. The climate and biodiversity crises demand an all-
hands-on-deck approach. Yet, environmental agencies and programs still suffer from a decade of
insufficient funding imposed by the draconian spending caps of the Budget Control Act. This
funding is not only necessary, but can also create good-paying American jobs and revitalize our
communities while reducing harmful pollution, promoting environmental justice, and protecting
public lands, oceans, and wildlife.

Under your leadership, Congress has a historic opportunity to make a genuine difference
in the lives of the public by securing a more just and prosperous future for all. We stand ready to
support you in meeting this request.

Sincerely,
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