January 20, 2022

The Honorable Patrick Leahy The Honorable Rosa L. DelLauro
Chairman Chairwoman

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Capitol S-140A Capitol H-307

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Richard Shelby The Honorable Kay Granger
Vice Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Approptiations Committee on Appropriations
U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Capitol S-128 1036 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Leahy, Vice Chairman Shelby, Chairwoman Delauro, and Ranking Member Granger:

On behalf of our tens of millions of members and supporters across the country, we urge you to swiftly
approve Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) appropriations. Our groups are dedicated to better conserving our
environment and natural resources and protecting public health, and we are concerned about the negative
impact that a continuing resolution beyond February would have. We support the environmental portions of
the FY22 appropriations bills approved by the House and proposed in the Senate last year. These bills would
provide necessary increases in funding for the crucial programs and agencies that protect our health, lands,
wildlife, air, water, oceans, and climate while advancing environmental justice and eliminating damaging policy
provisions that have no place in the appropriations process.

In lieu of regular appropriations, a full-year continuing resolution would do irreparable harm to our health
and environment. Funding for environmental agencies has stagnated or even declined over the past decade
under the draconian spending caps of the Budget Control Act, with many programs struggling to even keep
pace with inflation despite increasingly dire circumstances of the worsening climate and biodiversity crises. A
yearlong stopgap bill would perpetuate these shortfalls and extend damaging policy provisions at a moment
when we cannot afford to wait. Such a bill would fail to address the momentous issues we face with the

urgency they demand.

We must dramatically scale up federal investments to meet this pivotal moment. With these challenges also
comes a historic opportunity to address the climate and biodiversity crises, create good-paying union jobs,
support our communities, reduce harmful pollution, invest in environmental justice, and protect our lands,
oceans, and wildlife.

Congtress has a tremendous opportunity to make a difference in the lives of the public and secure a more just
and prosperous future for all. Our community stands ready to support your leadership in meeting this

request. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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