October 2, 2021

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Majority Leader Speaker

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable David Scott
Chairwoman Chairman

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry Committee on Agriculture
U.S. Senate U.S House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Speaker Pelosi, Chairwoman Stabenow, and Chairman Scott,

We are writing to express our strong support for the forestry provisions included in the
reconciliation legislation, including the substantial investment in the Forest Legacy Program
(FLP), to advance natural climate solutions that are urgently needed. Established by Congress in
1990 and administered through the USDA Forest Service, FLP assists states and private forest
owners to maintain working forest lands through permanent conservation easement and fee
acquisitions.

The program is a critical tool that invests in natural infrastructure and climate resilience by
conserving forests that sequester carbon dioxide and protecting drinking water supplies that
reduce the need for costly, man-made filtration and treatment systems. According to the U.S.
Forest Service, 180 million people in over 68,000 communities rely on forested lands to capture
and filter their drinking water and forested lands sequester 14 percent of annual U.S. carbon
emissions. In addition to recharging aquifers and providing alternatives to costly dam
construction, natural water protection projects provide associated benefits for wildfire risk
reduction not available through gray infrastructure investments. FLP investments also contribute
to climate-smart development by preventing unwise residential expansion into the Wildland
Urban Interface.

On top of these benefits, the program supports timber sector jobs and sustainable forest
operations while protecting wildlife habitat, recreation access, and other public benefits provided
by forests. Conserving working forest lands contributes significantly to local and state
economies, especially in rural areas. The National Alliance of Forest Owners reports that U.S.
forests support approximately 2.5 million jobs, $109 billion in payroll, and $288 billion in sales.

FLP has led to the conservation of over 2.885 million acres of working forest lands, primarily
through conservation easement purchases, with more than 50 percent of project costs leveraged
from non-federal sources. It is a voluntary conservation program that brings together federal,
state, and private partners to achieve the common goals of protecting and maintaining forest jobs,
recreational access, wildlife habitat, and clean water.


https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/national-forests-grasslands/water-facts
https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/national-forests-grasslands/water-facts
https://nafoalliance.org/private-working-forests-provide-significant-support-for-rural-economies/

Each year, millions of dollars’ worth of ready-to-go projects are left unfunded, creating a
backlog of urgent priorities. With the rapid pace and scale of forest conversion, now is the time
to invest in forest protection before it is too late.

The forestry provisions in the reconciliation bill, including the Forest Legacy Program, are vital
to fight the climate crisis through carbon sequestration, drinking water protection, and habitat
resilience. We appreciate your work to protect America’s forestland and look forward to working

with you ensure these investments remain in the legislation.

Sincerely,
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