
October 9, 2020 

 

The Honorable David Bernhardt 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

 

Dear Secretary Bernhardt,  

 

The LWCF Coalition is extremely thankful that earlier this summer Congress passed and the 

President signed into law the Great American Outdoors Act (P.L. 116-152), which among its 

provisions provided full, permanent funding for the Land Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), 

America’s premier conservation and outdoor recreation program.  We thank you for your support 

and are eager to work with you and others in the Department to ensure the success of this 

landmark legislation and hope you will engage us in implementation of GAOA now and into the 

future.  The LWCF Coalition is made up of thousands of groups, businesses and individuals who 

advocated over the past decade for both permanent authorization and full, dedicated funding for 

LWCF, and will continue to advocate for its full potential through on-the-ground successes. 

 

LWCF is the most important source of federal funding for the protection of land within national, 

state, and local parks; national wildlife refuges and state wildlife areas; national and state forests; 

historic sites; national, state and local trails; and other important outdoor recreation sites.  LWCF 

has ensured public access to outdoor recreation in every state and thousands of communities 

across the nation. Given the current coronavirus pandemic and the restrictions it has placed on so 

many activities, the public’s ability to access the outdoors has never been more important from 

both a physical and mental health standpoint.   With enactment of GAOA, the revenues 

deposited into the LWCF account can at long last be fully applied, without diversion to other 

non-conservation spending, to vital federal and non-federal land conservation projects that 

address these needs. 

 

As you know, the legislation requires that the President submit to Congress “detailed account, 

program, and land conservation project allocations” for each year’s LWCF funding, with  the 

proposed allocation for FY 2021 due no later than ninety days after the August 4th date of 

enactment. The legislation further provides that congressional appropriations acts may make 

alternative allocations among the LWCF federal acquisition and state and local conservation and 

recreation programs.  The FY 2021 land acquisition project lists the Department previously 

submitted for the four federal land management agencies, at 150% of FY 2020 enacted levels, 

provide a strong foundation for the additional LWCF project allocations now required by the 

GAOA. 

 

As you augment these FY 2021 lists to allocate all current-year LWCF deposits among federal 

agency land acquisitions and the distinct conservation and recreation grant programs funded 

under LWCF, we hope and expect that the Department will meet this legal deadline in order to 

address urgent LWCF priorities and to allow for meaningful congressional review.  In 



accordance with the formula established under last year’s permanent reauthorization legislation, 

the Administration’s submission should provide for: 

 

• No less than 40 percent of those deposits for federal agency land acquisition project 

needs across the four land management agencies (BLM, FWS, NPS, and USFS); and 

 

• No less than 40 percent of those deposits (including GOMESA funds) to the five LWCF-

funded state and local grant programs, which per the provisions of FY20 Interior 

Appropriations bill are the following: 

o NPS State and Local Assistance Program, including its urban-focused competitive 

component, the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program 

o Forest Legacy Program 

o Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund 

o American Battlefield Protection Program 

o Highlands Conservation Act; and 

 

• A 3% or $15M set-aside of funds specifically for recreational and sportsmen’s access 

projects 

 

We also urge the Administration to ensure, after meeting the 40 percent federal land acquisition 

and 40 percent LWCF state and local grant programs thresholds detailed above, that the 

remaining 20 percent of the funds be appropriately divided among these LWCF programs in a 

balanced way that addresses each year’s most compelling needs. 

 

The LWCF Coalition stands ready to work with the Administration and Congress to ensure the 

successful implementation of the Great American Outdoors Act.  Given the depth and breadth of 

LWCF experience and expertise on the part of the Coalition and its members, we respectfully ask 

that you include us to the fullest possible extent in the Department’s public process for GAOA 

implementation regarding LWCF.  In that same spirit, we thank you and your staff for your 

efforts to continue the success of this vital and widely supported program. 

 

Sincerely, 
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The Food Recovery Network at ESF & SU 

The Friends of Rachel Carson National 

Wildlife Refuge 

The Goodland 

The Greater Lake Superior Foundation 

The HALI Center for Autism  



The Housatonic Valley Association 

The Lab 

The Land Conservancy of New Jersey 

The Landmark Project 

The Mountain Goat 

The Mountain Livestock Cooperative 

The Mountaineers 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation  

The Nature Conservancy 

The Ocean Project 

The Otos Group, LLC 

The Outside Foundation 

The San Juan Preservation Trust 

The Sierra Club Pennsylvania Chapter 

The South Carolina Chapter of the Sierra 

Club 

The Trek 

The Trust for Public Land 

The Trustees of Reservations 

The Vital Ground Foundation 

The Wagner Partnership 

The Wilderness Land Trust 

The Wilderness Society 

The Wisconsin Bicycle Federation 

The Wolf Army 

Therapeutic Landscapes Network 

Thor Industries 

Thrifty Adventures  

Thunder Hammer Fly Fishing 

Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 

TOGETHER Bay Area 

Tony Hayden furniture and design 

Town of Littleton NH 

Townsend Bertram and Company 

Trails for Illinois 

Travel Country Outfitters 

Travelers' Rest Preservation & Heritage 

Assoc 

Travis Audubon Society 

Travis Peak Enterprises, Inc. 

Treasured Lands Foundation 

Triangle Greenways Council 

Tri-Lakes Chapter, Show-Me Missouri Back 

Country Horsemen 

Triple-M-Outfitters 

Trips for Kids Marin 

Truckee Donner Land Trust 

Truckee Meadows Parks Foundation 

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust 

Tuolumne County Land Trust 

Turning Point Surveying, Inc. 

Twin Cities Trout Unlimited 

Two Mountain Company, LLC 

Union Forge Heritage Association 

Upfront Outfitters  

Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition 

Upstate Forever 

Urban Tree Foundation  

Valdez Adventure Alliance/Confluence 

Ventana Wilderness Alliance 

Vermont Natural Resources Council 

Vermont River Conservancy 

Vicki J. Brown Marketing, LLC 

Visit Kitsap Peninsula 

Volcan Mountain Foundation 

Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado 

Voyageurs National Park Association 

Waist Deep Media 

Wallowa Land Trust 

Walnut Grove Farm Wildlife Relief Services 

Ward Walker 7 Oaks Ranch 

Washington Association of Land Trusts 

Washington Climbers Coalition 

Washington Conservation Voters 

Washington Environmental Council  

Washington Recreation and Park 

Association 

Washington Trails Association 

Washington Water Trails Association 

Washington Wildlife & Recreation Coalition 

Water Stone Outdoors 

Waypoint marine electronics 

Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust 

West Virginia Environmental Council 

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy 

West Virginia Rivers Coalition 

West Virginia Sierra Club 

West Virginia Wilderness Coalition 

West Wisconsin Land Trust 

Western Eye Press 

Western Rivers Conservancy 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 



Weston Ski Track 

Wetland Strategies and Solutions, LLC 

Where There Be Dragons 

Whidbey Camano Land Trust 

Whiteside Farm 

Wild Bird Fund Inc 

Wild Nature Media 

Wild River Adventures Guide Service 

Wild Rivers Land Trust 

Wildbud Natives 

Wilderness Travel 

Wildlife Heritage Foundation 

Wildlife Property Management LLC 

Wildstock Inc.   

William A. Bayreuther Grant Writing 

Willistown Conservation Trust 

Willy Pete's Chocolate Company LLC 

Wind Dance Farm & Earth Education 

Center 

Windward Community College Student 

Sustainability Hui 

Wintergrass Music Festival 

Winthrop Mountain Sports 

Winyah Rivers Alliance 

Wisconsin Wildlife Federation 

Woburn Residents' Environmental Network 

WOCA The Source 

Wood River Land Trust 

World Wildlife Fund  

Wyoming Back Country Horsemen of 

America 

XOEarth.org 

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation 

Initiative 

Yoga Montgomery  

Zach LaPerriere, Wood Artist 


