
OCTOBER 19, 2017 

President Donald Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Trump, 

Our nation’s land and water are part of our shared heritage and are hallmarks of who 
we are as Americans. As you contemplate your administration’s policies related to these places, 
the hundreds of executives and business leaders below call upon you to protect and defend the 
vast landscapes that comprise our public lands network. America’s outdoors bring us together, 
strengthen bonds with family and friends, and are the foundation of a massive economic engine 
across the nation. Shielding our national monuments and other public lands and waters from 
diminished protection will result in stronger rural and urban communities, thriving local 
economies, and a healthier nation. 

For more than a century, Republican and Democratic presidents alike have used the 
1906 Antiquities Act to set aside iconic landscapes, waterways, wildlife sanctuaries, and places 
of monumental beauty to ensure they remain uncorrupted and accessible for the enjoyment of 
hunters and hikers, bikers and boaters, anglers, campers and ranchers, for wildlife, and for all 
Americans. Undoing protections for these places is not only contrary to the conservation ethic 
established by President Theodore Roosevelt and honored by his successors, but will devastate 
local communities and their economies that rely on these lands.   

Protected public lands and waters are the very infrastructure that support a booming 
American economy. More than 90 percent of Americans believe that public lands provide net 
benefits for the economy and are positive economic drivers, and they are right. The outdoor 
sector, for example, supports 7.6 million good paying, American jobs, contributes $887 billion 
annually to the economy and generates $125 billion in state, local and federal taxes. Public lands 
are also an important economic asset that extends beyond tourism and recreation. Counties with 
more protected federal lands have stronger employment, personal income, and per capita income 
growth. Businesses rely on access to public lands for employee recruitment and retention, adding 
millions more in additional jobs and economic activity. These local economies represent the 
American dream and give the United States a unique competitive advantage.  

For the millions of Americans and the millions more who visit our country from 
around the world every year, exploring our public lands and waters provide an opportunity for a 
uniquely American experience. It has been said that the establishment and protection of 
America’s land and water is among our nation’s best ideas. We agree. These places were 
entrusted to us and it is our shared responsibility to remain responsible stewards of them.  

As leaders of more than 350 American companies, we ask you to embrace the 
conservation ethic of your predecessors and keep current protections in place for our public 
lands and waters, ensuring these places live on for the benefit of every American today and for 
generations to come.  

Sincerely, 
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Paul Kabacinski 
Executive Team Assistant 
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Elisabeth Derrer 
Owner 
Eddyline Kayaks 

Jeff Curran 
CEO 
ELEVENPINE 
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Exxel Outdoors, LLC 
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John Gaither 
Senior Vice President 
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Maggie Heumann 
Retail Buyer 
JD High Country Outfitters 

Jennifer Haywood 
President 
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Zack Helminiak and Chace Petersen 
Co-Founders 
Nomadix, LLC 

Jennifer Stevens 
Manager Operations, Sports Practice 
NPD Group 

Bryan Dingel 
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EVP, North American Brands 
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Pangaea Ltd. 

Janet Liao 
Director of Business Development 
PAPAGO Inc. 
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President 
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CEO 
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Keith Reis 
President 
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CEO 
Verde Brand Communications 

Yves Chanterie 
Sales Manager 
Vetex NV 

Even Lucas 
Chief Operating Officer 
Vitalyte Sports Nutrition 

Gregory Tomlinson 
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Cc: Secretary Ryan Zinke, U.S. Department of the Interior 
       Secretary Wilbur Ross, U.S. Department of Commerce 
       Director Gary Cohn, National Economic Council 
 


