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Outline
1. Rim to Rim trip October 2013
2. Focus on the area between South Rim and the River

a. Camps
b. Trail 
c. Weather
d. Scenery
e. Based on 3 trips:

i. October 2003 - South Rim to River and back
ii. April 2010 - South Rim to River and back
iii. November 2011 - South Rim to River, including a section of the Tonto 

Trail (wind reroute)
f. Possible alternative Route - Tonto Trail to Granite Rapids

Break for questions
3. Scramble along the River, November 2012

Break for questions



1. Rim to Rim, 
October 
26-28, 2013





Day 1 - 
Shuttle to 
North Rim, 
hike North 
Rim to 
Cottonwood 
Camp



From North Rim to Cottonwood Camp



National 
Park 
Service info 
on North 
Kaibab 
Trail, North 
Rim to the 
River











Cottonwood 
Camp











Day 2 - 
Cottonwood 
Camp to Bright 
Angel Camp



From Cottonwood Camp to Bright Angel Camp



















Bright Angel 
Camp



Day 3 - Bright 
Angel Camp to 
Indian Garden 
Camp 



From Bright Angel Camp to Indian Garden Camp 











Day 4 - Indian 
Garden Camp to 
South Rim



From Indian Garden Camp to South Rim







2. Focus on the area between South Rim and the River
a. Camps
b. Trails
c. Weather
d. Scenery
e. Based on 3 trips:

i. October 2003 - South Rim to River and back
ii. April 2010 - South Rim to River and back
iii. November 2011 - South Rim to River, including a section of the Tonto 

Trail (wind reroute)
f. Possible alternative route - Bright Angel, Tonto Trail to Granite Rapids, Hermit 

Trail to Rim



Key:
Green: Tonto Trail
Red: South Kaibab 
Trail
Purple: Bright 
Angel Trail (upper 
section)
Blue: Bright Angel 
Trail (lower section)



Indian 
Gardens 
campground





Bright Angel 
campground





Trails
1. Vertical:

a. Bright Angel
b. South Kaibab

2. Horizontal: 
a. Tonto

3. Many other trails



Bright Angel 
Trail



National 
Park 
Service 
information 
on Bright 
Angel Trail, 
South Rim 
to the River 













South 
Kaibab Trail



National 
Park 
Service info 
on South 
Kaibab 
Trail, South 
Rim to the 
River



Key:
Green: Tonto Trail
Red: South Kaibab 
Trail
Purple: Bright Angel 
Trail (upper section)
Blue: Bright Angel 
Trail (lower section)















Tonto Trail













Trail 
conditions





3.  Weather

















4. Scenery































Possible alternative 
route: 

Bright Angel Trail to 
Tonto Trail to 
Granite Rapids, 
Hermit Trail to Rim



Questions?



Escalante 
Route, 
November 
2-4, 2012





Day 1 - Tanner 
Trail to River



Tanner Trail to River



















Day 2 - Along 
the River to 
Escalante 
Creek



Along the River to Escalante Creek































Day 3 - Escalante 
Creek to South Rim 
via New Hance Trail



Escalante Creek to South Rim via New Hance Trail



According to NPS:

Important Notes
The New Hance Trail lies within a primitive use area and is thus recommended only for highly experienced
canyon hikers. It is not maintained and may be the most difficult established trail on the South Rim of the 
Grand Canyon.

https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/upload/New_Hance_Trail.pdf

https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/upload/New_Hance_Trail.pdf




























Grand Canyon Logistics

1. When to go
a. Spring or Fall are best

i. I’ve gone in April, October and November
b. Summer is hot in the Canyon
c. Roads to North Rim close during the winter

2. Maps
a. Grand Canyon Trail Map, 5th edition, by Sky Terrain, $11.95 at Amazon

i. Includes lots of details on trails
3. Guide books

a. NPS website has good trail descriptions: https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/campsite-information.htm
4. Special gear requirements

a. Ratsack - steel mesh bag for food storage
i. Corridor Trails have Ammo boxes, so don’t need Ratsack

b. Microspikes if chance of snow or ice
5. Water on Corridor Trails

a. Provided by pipe
b. Per NPS website, Corridor water is turned off sometime between October 10 and 30, and can be 

turned off at other times if their pipeline breaks

https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/campsite-information.htm


6. Permits
a. Procedure: https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/backcountry-permit.htm 
b. Cost:  $10 plus $8 per person per night
c. Apply by mail or fax (not email or online)

i. Limited walk up permits
d. Time to apply:

i. For October trips: between May 20 and Jun 1 by 5 pm MST
1. All requests between these dates are prioritized randomly

e. In 2019, about 60% of October permit requests were successful
7. Travel from Seattle

a. Fly to Flagstaff or Phoenix, then drive or bus to Canyon
b. Drive from Seattle - about 1,200 miles 
c. Hotels or campgrounds on the South Rim

8.  For Rim to Rim backpack 
a. Shuttles from South Rim to North Rim take about 4.5 hours, cost about $90

https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/backcountry-permit.htm


Is a Grand Canyon backpack a good trip for you?

Pros
1. Fantastic scenery
2. Spectacular geology
3. Good trails (Corridor Trails)
4. Good campgrounds
5. Can backpack outside Pacific Northwest season

Cons
1. Permits can be hard to get
2. A lot of gain/loss from the Rim to to River
3. Crowded on the Corridor Trails
4. Expense of travelling to the Grand Canyon
5. Not a good summer trip 
6. Water can be an issue off the Corridor Trails
7. Mules (and manure) on the Bright Angel and South Kaibab trails



Questions?


