Tacoma Mountaineers Basic Sea Kayak Leader (SK II -  III) Standards
Revised March 5, 2017
All of our Basic Kayak Trip Leaders are qualified to lead paddles at the SK II – III level.

This is the process to become a Basic Kayak Leader in the Tacoma Mountaineers (there is no time frame to start or finish any of this):

· First,  get some practice paddling.  Go on at least six Mountaineers paddles (which can include Basic Class student paddles). Three or more of those paddles must be at the SK III level.  We recommend that you go during different times of the year and under different weather conditions – paddle when it’s windy, too!  Be sure that several of these paddles are with the Tacoma Mountaineers, so that we can get to know you.
· Then  let the Executive Committee know that you would like to do this so we can assist you.  We will give you the appropriate paperwork and help you locate two mentors.  Contact Marty Mayock to get this process started:  mfmayock@yahoo.com or (253)569-4135.

· Take these three classes :
1. Kayak Trip Planning and Navigation (available in the summer through our club)

2. Intermediate Incident Management/Rescues/Towing/Eddies/Currents  (available in the summer through our club)

3. First Aid/CPR  (available through the community) – you can skip this step if you already have a current First Aid/CPR card or higher equivalent (ie, MOFA, Wilderness First Aid, etc) at the time you are approved for the Leadership program

· Read these two books:

1. Sea Kayaker Deep Trouble, Matt Broze and George Gronseth (available through Kayak Academy or Amazon books)

2. Outdoor Leadership:  Technique, Common Sense, and Self-Confidence, John Graham (available through Mountaineer bookstore)

· Lead two mentored  paddles  (one SK II and one SK III, or two SK III) –  fill out your required checklist/report for each paddle and mail it to Marty Mayock(921 N. Park Drive, Tacoma, WA 98403.)  Pick two different mentors for each of your paddles (we have a list of mentors that you can choose from.)  You will need to contact them to check on their availability.  Make sure that the first mentor can meet with you in person to review your trip plan checklist and can also sit by your side while you list your trip on the Mountaineers website. That mentor will also need to be available to debrief with you after your paddle and help you close out your paddle on the Mountaineers website.  Both mentors must submit reviews (either verbally or in writing) to the committee after your paddle is completed and closed out.  Be careful when deciding who to mentor you – make sure they are able to follow-through on all of their responsibilities and that they are a good fit for you.  
We would encourage you to start with an SK III paddle ( to get the basics of how to list a paddle and sign people up, etc.) then do an SK II student paddle in the late spring or early summer, so you can get the added experience of managing a group of students.  An SK II student paddle will actually be harder to lead than a regular SK III paddle, so that's why we suggest doing it in that order. 
· Once we receive your two mentored paddle checklists, plus the report that each of your mentors will turn in, the Tacoma Mountaineers Sea Kayak Executive Committee will vote on admitting you as a Basic Sea Kayak Leader.

· Once you are an approved Basic Sea Kayak Leader, you must lead at least two SK II or III paddles or classes every two years, to maintain your leadership status with the Tacoma Mountaineers.
· Basic Kayak Leaders who have led at least four SK II and above trips for a duration of at least one year may act as mentors, pending approval from the Tacoma Mountaineers Sea Kayak Executive Committee.

